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Community - 


Is it the same old 
blah blah blah’? 


As soon as you read the headline, many of 
you will instantly think that this column is 
another one of those “support your gay 
community” tirades, and to some degree, you 
will be right. But it can be about so much 
more than that, so read on please. 

Communities come in all shapes and sizes 
and, as the definition implies, “Community 
is friendship between different people or 
groups, and a sense of having something in 
common.” 

So, regardless of whether that community 
is our LGBT community, our neighbourhood 
or the global community in general, as 
members of that community, we all have a 
responsibility to help it grow and prosper. In 
reality, in one way or another, we are all 
members of each of those communities, and, 
for most of us, countless others as well. 

From the global perspective, one only 
needs to look at the horrific situation that is 
now unfolding in Haiti, and how the 
community of nations, healthcare organi- 
zations, corporations and ministries alike 
have stepped up to the challenge. That’s not 
to mention the actor and musician 
communities that have banded together in 
an effort to raise millions of dollars for relief. 
But we, as individuals, are also members of 
that global community, and it behooves us to 
also do what we can—where we can—when 
we can—to help in times of global 
catastrophe. So, I encourage you to get 
involved with the relief effort, because every 
little bit does help. I could begin to list the 
dozens of ways, if not hundreds, that you can 
turn to and offer your support; but most of us 
have affiliations to one community or another 
that is connected to the relief efforts, so I will 
leave that up to you. 

All you have to do is to look around you, 
and you will see that you are a part of your 
local community as it’s everything about 
where you live, with whom you associate, and 
what each of us does in our daily lives. And 
then, yes, there is the LGBT community; that, 
like many others before me have said, 
definitely needs its members to step up and 
help with the numerous issues and causes 
that still confront our community today. 

Seems like a lot of work, huh? But what if 
there were a way to do something for all these 
major communities—global—local and 
LGBT—all at the same time? Would you be 
more likely to try to make a difference then? 


Well, I think there is a way. 

In Los Angeles, a group of gay men wanted 
to begin to make a difference for their 
communities by taking their talents 
(whatever that may be) and their time, and 
utilize them where they best could. And out 
of that discussion was born... 


100 Gay Men - Transform the Community, 
Transform Yourself 


This organization of adult men not only act 
as mentors for their LGBT communities 
(something that has been sadly missing for 
two decades, due to gay assimilation and the 
void left by the AIDS epidemic), but also to 
assist by offering time and talent to other 
LGBT organizations by way of their sheer 
numbers. Instead of being a volunteer for just 
one organization, they now have the power 
to assist many others as well. 

And this concept could be adapted to be 
more inclusive. Why not 100 Proud, for 
example? That way it would include all 
segments of the LGBT community working 
together towards making a difference. And 
the “making a difference” can grow well 
beyond just the LGBT community, while 
helping to tackle the issue of acceptance at 
the same time. 

This roving band of do-gooders could also 
become involved in their local community 
assisting with the likes of telethons, major 
events, etc. In doing so, they would, thereby, 
demonstrate to the general public that we are 
not just pink-tutu-wearing gay men and 
Harley-riding lesbians, as we are all too often 
portrayed by the mainstream media. They 
would prove that, in fact, we are a strong, 
professional, socially minded group of adults 
that is as much a part of the community as 
they are. 

And it certainly doesn’t have to be 100 
Proud in your city or town—maybe it’s 
20 Proud, or 50 Proud. 

Sound like a good idea to you? If so, gather 
some friends together, grow personally, and 
as a group —make that difference. 

After all, the LA group started as an idea 
among just a few friends. So, it can happen! 

That’s the way I see it, anyway. 
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international news 


The State of Our Unions 


It’s difficult these days to keep track of the countries, states and cities which allow same-sex 
marriage, or to Know which ones permit civil unions or what rights are included within the various 
definitions of marriage, unions, common-law marriage, domestic partnerships, etc. It’s quite possible 
that, by the time these words have appeared in print, the queer marriage map will have changed 
again, we hope, with more pink countries showing. 

At present, seven countries recognize same-sex marriage: The Netherlands , Belgium, Spain, 
Canada, South Africa, Norway and Sweden. A number of other countries recognize civil unions for 
same-gender couples but balk, for various reasons, at calling these unions marriages. The United 
Kingdom, Denmark and New Zealand are among the countries that fall into this category. And not all 
civil unions or domestic partnerships are the same either, with a wide variety of rights and privileges 
enjoyed by straight couples being withheld or restricted. Still others such as France and Japan, although 
not allowing same-sex marriage, will recognize same-sex marriages performed elsewhere. Confusing, 
isn’t it? 

Austria recently became one of the countries that permits civil unions for same-sex couples allowing 
some of the rights that heterosexual couples take for granted, like the right to a pension on the death 
of a partner or spousal support upon separation, but excluding others like adoption of a child by the 
couple. 

In Portugal, the socialist government has proposed changing the definition of marriage to a union 
between two persons, eliminating the language that limited the institution to two people of the opposite 
gender. The government has the support of the majority in parliament and the law is almost certain 
to pass. Then, it will go to the president who can sign it into law or veto it. Even the veto, however, can 
be overturned by parliament. Optimistic Portuguese queer citizens hope that the first gay marriages 
might take place in April - a short time before the visit of the pope! Nothing is certain, however, since 
in July of last year, a high court upheld Portugal’s ban on same-sex marriage, rejecting an appeal by 
two lesbians who wished to wed. 3 

Argentina became the site of the first same-sex marriage in Latin America; but the path to the altar 3 
was not a smooth one. The constitution of Argentina does not declare the required gender of couples 
wishing to marry, effectively leaving it up to state or city officials to make the determination. Two Argentinean men, Di Bello and Freyre, were 
originally given the go ahead to marry in the capital, Buenos Aires; but this permission was later withdrawn by city officials who cited conflicting 
judicial rulings. So, the determined couple made their way to Tierra del Fuego, the southernmost part of the country where, witnessed by state and 
federal officials, the two men were finally wed! 

Continuing this trend of leaving the marriage decision up to cities or states, Mexico City, at the end of December, legalized same-sex marriage. 
Marriage, previously defined as between a man and a woman, now is defined as the free uniting of two people. Olé! Mexico City previously recognized 
civil unions; but the new legislation will grant more rights to same-sex couples. Although a generally conservative and staunchly Catholic country, 
Mexico, especially in urban centres like Guadalajara, Puerto Vallarta and Mexico City, is increasingly more accepting of gays and lesbians, and the 
country benefits financially from queer tourism and events such as Pride activities. 


ae icin oh ete 


Houston Elects Openly Gee, Thanks, Uganda! 


Lesbi an Mayor Reacting to the worldwide uproar and general condemnation of a bill currently being 
debated in parliament that would call for the death penalty for homosexuals, and which 
The fourth largest city in the United States would require any person who knows of a homosexual person to turn that person into the 
elected Annise Parker to the position of mayor. The authorities, Ugandan officials now indicate they may change the provisions of the bill to life 
former comptroller ran a campaign which focused imprisonment rather than death for convicted homosexuals. The bill has received 
on her accomplishments but which did not hide international denunciation 
her sexuality or her 19-year relationship with and been harshly criticized 
her partner. Parker’s by US Secretary of State 
success is all the Hilary Clinton, Amnesty 
more remarkable in International, AIDS organ- 
Texas, a state which izations and, most recently, 
has a large and vocal by the Archbishop of York 
anti-gay, right-wing John Sentamu, who was 
evangelical Christian himself born in Uganda. 
population. 


6 OUTLOOKS | February 2010 | outlooks.ca 


Mr. Gay China Pageant Cancelled 
Due to Red Tape 


In January, a mere one hour before the Mr. Gay China show was to take place, Beijing 
police told the organizers that the contest could not take place. The reason given was not 
the homosexual content of the event, which included a drag host and a fashion show, but 
rather because the proper procedures had not been followed. This in spite of the fact that 
a rehearsal had already taken place and had been well covered in the media. 

Homosexuality was only taken off the list of mental illnesses in 2001 and there is still 
great discrimination shown towards queer Chinese citizens. The organizers had hoped to 
promote greater awareness and tolerance, and create a more positive public image of 
homosexuals. The winner of the contest would have continued on to the Worldwide Mr. Gay 
pageant to be held in Oslo, Norway. 


Lady Gaga Supports Haiti Relief 


During an appearance on the Oprah show, Lady 
Gaga demonstrated her support of the survivors 
of the Haitian disaster by announcing that the 
proceeds of her January 24th Monster Ball show 
in New York City would go to humanitarian relief 
for the devastated island nation. In addition to 
donating funds raised by the concert and 
merchandising, Gaga also reported that any 
purchases made through her website on the same 
date would also go to helping those still struggling 
to survive the aftermath of the earthquake. The 
world famous performer has also created a tee 
shirt to raise additional funds for Haiti. 


~ RALPH HIGGINS 


Outrage in Malawi 
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Two gay Malawian men made news when they 
were arrested by police on grounds of indecent 
practices after taking part in a wedding 
ceremony. Tiwonge Chimbalanga and Steven 
Monjeza, have pled not guilty to all charges; but 
remain in jail and have been refused bail. 
Confusing and contradictory reports have come 
out of Malawi. Some sources say that the 
ceremony was an engagement party not a 
wedding, others say that Chimbalanga is a 
transgendered man and that Monjeza was 
already involved with a woman at the time of the 
arrest. The country has strong anti-gay laws and 
the case has created a public furor, but also some 
strong support for the couple. It has further been 
reported that the two men will be forced to 
undergo a mandated medical examination to 
determine if the two men have engaged in sexual 
relations. 


Suspect in the Murder of Gay Puerto Rican 
Teen Deemed Fit for Trial 


The man accused of murdering a gay Puerto Rican teenager has been found fit to stand trial. The 
murder of Jorge Steven L6pez Mercado sent shock waves through the American territory when his 
dismembered, decapitated and partially burned body was discovered dumped in a remote location in 
November. Vigils and public displays of outrage at the brutal crime had taken place throughout Puerto Rico 
and gay activists have called for the suspected killer to be prosecuted under hate crimes legislation. The 
suspect had reportedly been using the “gay panic” defense and had initially been found mentally incompetent 
to stand trial. This latest psychological assessment clears the way for judicial proceedings to go forward. 


Rugby Legend Comes Out 


- {2 — 


a macho sport like rugby. 


Jorge Steven Lopez Mercado 


Gareth Thomas has made an international reputation in the rough-and-tumble sport of rugby. 
He is widely acknowledged to be a fierce and strong player and has captained teams to many 
championships. His athletic prowess and his marriage to a beautiful blonde woman meant his 
sexuality was never in question. However, Thomas recently revealed that the public perception 
and the truth were miles apart and living a lie filled him with anguish, guilt and shame and nearly 
drove him to suicide. He first came out to his wife, then his coach and finally to his teammates. 
While his marriage ended as a result, Thomas and his former wife have remained good friends. 
As for his coach and teammates, Thomas reports that they have been completely supportive of 
him in every way. His decision to come out publicly is an acknowledgement of the improvement 
in public acceptance and an attempt to reach out to the thousands of young people who continue 
to struggle with their sexuality and self-acceptance. It’s a struggle he knows very well. It nearly 
cost him his life, and Thomas is determined to show that one can be out, gay and proud—even in 
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regional news 


Buddies in Bad Times Theatre 
presents The 31st Rhubarb 
Festival - Toronto’s annual 
three week convergence of 


contemporary performance 


Feb 10 - 28, 2010 

Box Office 416-975-8555 
Festival Director Erika Hennebury 
Associate Curator Alex Wolfson 


Toronto, ON... Canada’s oldest and 
largest new works festival announces 
a wildly eclectic line-up of local, 
national and international indie theatre 
for February 2010. 


For more than 30 years, the 
Rhubarb Festival has offered Toronto 
audiences fresh, live experiments in 
contemporary theatre, performance, 
dance, and music. Rhubarb provides a 
space for established artists to take 
new risks and encourages emerging artists to make waves by 
challenging theatrical conventions. The result is a unique and exciting 
festival of new performance hybrids. 


The 2010 Line-Up 


This year’s Rhubarb Festival will showcase a host of brave new 
offerings from some of Toronto’s hottest indie artists and provocateurs 
such as d’bi.young, Jess Dobkin, Ulysses Castellanos, Sherri Hay, 
Nicole Brooks, Ryan G. Hinds, Jeremy Bailey, Zachary Russell, Birdtown 
and Swanville, David Tomlinson and Ryan Kelly, Lindsey Clark and 
Aubrey Laufer, Jordan Tannahill, Jonathan Heppner and Sasha Kovacs, 
Shannon Blake, Chris Dupuis, Rose Plotek and Devon Elke. From out 
of town Rhubarb will host renowned Canadian artists: singer- 
songwriter Rae Spoon and animator Jessica MacCormack (Montréal) 
and lan Mozdzen and Mia van Leeuwen (Winnipeg) alongside three 
exceptional New York-based artists: Neal Medlyn, Glenn Marla and 
Karen Bernard. This year’s line-up is the most outrageous to date 
with kitch, camp, glamour, sleaze, drag, full frontal nudity, fake 
moustaches, mullets, glitter, violence and splosh. 


Toronto's annual | 
3-week convergence 
of contemporary 
performance 


How It Works 


Evening Passes are available for only $17 and allows you unlimited 
access to anything happening in one night. $25 gets you an Unlimited 
Week Pass so you can come and go, take your time and catch every 
show at your own pace. A limited number of Festival Passes are 
available for only $60 (on sale now). Our Festival Pass gives you 
unlimited access to any performance on any night of the entire festival 
and comes with a copy of Rhubarb-o-Rama, edited by Franco Boni 
and featuring a rare collection of short plays from Rhubarbs past by 
luminaries such as Jacob Wren, Darren O’Donnell and Daniel Maclvor, 
among others. 


Tickets 


Evening Pass $17, Week Pass $25, Festival Pass $60 
Call or visit the Box Office 416-975-8555 

Buddies In Bad Times Theatre, Toronto ON 
www.artsexy.ca 


Dante’s Cove star Charlie David 
cast in Judas Kiss 


Charlie David, star of the popular 
series Dante’s Cove and the recent 
feature Mulligans, is slated to star in 
the independent film Judas Kiss, the 
movie’s producers announced today. 

David will play the role of Zachary 
Wells, a washed-up filmmaker who 
returns to his peculiar alma mater, 
where he meets his younger self and 
gets the chance to change his troubled 
past so he can avoid a disturbing 
future. 

Judas Kiss is the first feature film 
from director J.T. Tepnapa, who has 
won many international awards for 
his short films, including the multiple 
award-winning parody of 1950s teen 
health films, Masturbation: Putting 
the Fun Into Self-Loving, the comedy 
Drag Queen Heist, and the drama 
about homeless youth, Begging for 
Change. 

David was attracted to the screenplay’s time-bending drama. 

“I was engaged by Judas Kiss’ concept of altering the past and future 
through the choices we make right now,” he said. “Who hasn’t wondered 
what lies down the paths not taken in career, adventure and love?” 

He was also intrigued by the character of Zach. “It’s exciting and scary 
for me because he has such a troubled past, and a present devoid of feeling 
and passion,” he said. “The script has emotional triggers for me—some that 
immediately resonated and others that honestly terrified me. Zach is going 
to allow me to get a little messy as an actor and it’s about time | did that.” 

The film has already attracted attention for casting talented and 
controversial adult film star, Brent Corrigan, who recently appeared in this 
year’s Oscar-winning Milk and the comedy Another Gay Movie. 

Judas Kiss is being produced by Blue Seraph Productions, of Los Angeles. 
The film is scheduled to shoot in Seattle this year. 


Photo: Nicholas Jang - double-take2.ca 
Stylist: Daniel Burke 


AIDS Calgary Executive Director 
Will Be Missed 


i t | , ACAA has, for five and a half years, 


enjoyed the successful leadership, 
meaningful mentor-ship, and true friendship 
of Susan Cress, in her role as our Executive 
Director. With some sadness, but really 
more joy, we congratulate Susan on her 
plans to relocate with her family in search 
of exciting new challenges and 
opportunities! Susan joined ACAA ata time 
when the agency was under considerable 
internal and external stress. 

Largely, through Susan’s hard work and determination, the agency is 
now mature, self-reflective, and is a recognized national voice on AIDS 
related issues facing the GLBT community. 

Susan has been instrumental in ensuring ACAA maintains a sharp focus 
on community involvement and education, client services satisfaction, 
networking, and outcomes-based programming. 

Cress formally left January 31, but ACAA has been actively recruiting for 
a new Executive Director since her departure announcement December 1. 


Ss 
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That’s No Bag Lady - 
Libby Davies on a Hunger 
Strike Relay January 
13th, 2010 


If you’re wandering around downtown Vancouver, B.C. 
this week you may notice a new crazy bag lady hanging 
about—then again maybe not. But that’s no bag lady 
rambling on about homelessness, the 2010 Olympics, and 
the need for a national housing strategy—it’s Vancouver 
East’s very own Member of Parliament, Libby Davies. 

Davies started a week-long hunger strike on Sunday, 
January 10 as part of the 2010 Homelessness Hunger 
Strike Relay, with the main goal of getting Canada to 
implement a National Housing Program. 

“Canada is the only G8 country without a national 
housing strategy, and we see the deteriorating housing 
situation as a result of this political apathy,” said Davies in 
a recent press release. “We have such a severe crisis in 
Vancouver, with an almost zero vacancy rate, people are 
now crying out for every level of government to see this as 
a key priority.” 

The Hunger Strike, now in its 13th month, coincides with 
the 2010 Olympic Games to raise the international profile 
of the problem of homelessness in Canada. 

“With billions of dollars being 
poured into the Olympics, the 
2010 Homelessness Hunger 
Strike Relay is raising awareness 
about what is really happening at 
the community level. The federal 
government has been absent from 
this debate for far too long,” said 
Am Johal, a hunger strike 
coordinator and member of Impact 
on Communities Coalition. 

Davies, whose Bill for a national 
housing strategy (C-304) has passed through committee, 
says events like the Olympics can actually push up housing 
costs, leaving low-income people and families out in the cold. 


New Pride committee will focus on 
older queers in Toronto 


The new 40 Plus Pride committee will 


organize activities during Pride Week for Nu ik 


members of the queer community who are =, 

looking for more than a party. ele 30 ~~ 
The lesbian, gay, bisexual and Y ae 

transgender (LGBT) community is divided i 


years 
down many lines—race, ethnicity, religion, a 
sexuality, class and economic status, to q e 
name a few. But Dexter Roberts thinks the 


community shares something in common TORONTO 

that is far more fundamental: ageing. And 

he wants people to talk about it. More to the point, he wants people to do something 
about it. 

That’s why Roberts, a Renaissance man who’s found his new groove studying 
LGBT issues and ageing, is spearheading the new Pride Toronto 40 Plus Committee. 

The committee, which will celebrate and acknowledge 30 years of Pride in 2010 
and its history of community-centredness, activism and advocacy, will organize a 
number of activities during Pride 2010 through which participants can share their 
stories and develop advocacy strategies related to ageing issues in the LGBT 
community. 

“There are a lot of people who feel disconnected from Pride because of their age 
and because it has tended to be geared towards a more mainstream crowd,” says 
Roberts. But it’s not just Pride they feel disconnected from. “I’ve been speaking to a 
number of my friends and the same ageing-related themes keep cropping up: housing 
issues, and the challenge of making friends when you’re over 40.” 

But being over 40, he notes, is not so much an age as a mindset. “It doesn’t 
mean you have one foot in the grave, and it certainly doesn’t mean that you’re not 
having sex. Your values have shifted, that’s all,” he explains. 

“Itis a party, after all,” Roberts quips. “We’re taking a look at a few entertainers 
as well as opportunities to perform.” At the same time, though, the committee’s 
activities will focus on providing alternatives to the popular partying that takes place 
at Pride. “Many people I’ve spoken to say that the partying and drinking is a turn-off 
and a major reason why they don’t attend Pride,” says Roberts. “They’re looking for 
something beyond that and that’s what I’m hoping the 40 Plus Committee will be 
able to deliver.” 


Ontario bishops reject high school “Gender Studies” course 


The Assembly of Catholic Bishops of Ontario has rejected a “Gender 
Studies” course that is being promoted by the Ontario Ministry of Education. the course, students would analyze 
The grade 11 course aims to help students “understand the meaning of _ the “struggle for the recognition of 
gender identity and norms of femininity and masculinity,” according tothe rights for sexual minorities,” 


draft document. 


The bishops’ education commission decided to reject the course ata _ sex “marriage” and homosexual 
December 7th meeting, after which they sent a letter to all of the Catholic adoption. 


chairs and directors of education in the province. 


“The fundamental thrust of this proposed optional course reflects an Teachers’ Association (OECTA), 
ideology which is at variance with Catholic anthropology and moral teaching,” which has become notorious for 
wrote Bishop Paul-André Durocher, chair of the education commission and its promotion of feminist and 


Bishop of Alexandria-Cornwall. 


“Consequently, we would recommend that Catholic secondary schools __ role as the official Catholic teachers 
NOT include the proposed Gender Studies course in their syllabus of course —_ union, has actually made a public 


offerings,” he continued, in bold print. 


Among many expectations of 


dealing with such issues as same- 


The Ontario English Catholic 


homosexualist causes despite its 


stand promoting the new course. 
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~ DALE SMITH 


Currently, programs for GLBT seniors are a patchwork across the country in various provinces. Quebec is leading the way with 
specific funding being made available for some programs, and Ontario recognizes that elder abuse may have a GLBT component - 
but other provinces are silent on the issue at a time when more of the boomer generation is moving toward retirement age. 


This month’s question: What can the federal government do to ensure that there are services specific to the needs of 


GLBT seniors made available throughout the whole country? 


Conservative Senator Nancy Ruth (Ontario - 
Cluny): Health and housing for seniors is 
everyone’s issue, and it’s a provincial issue. 
Discrimination in senior residences against us is 
also everyone’s issue. Boards of residences have 
an obligation to sensitize their employees to our 
issues. Discrimination is against the law. 

The federal government transfers funds [the 
social transfer] to the provinces. This money has 
no strings attached to it when it is transferred. 
The provinces don’t want the feds telling them 
what to do with their money. This means that the 
federal government can’t force the provinces to 
do programs to protect LGBT seniors across the country. So, please, go to 
see your provincial member. 

There is a collaborative federal-provincial website with Ontario, which 
specifically identifies LGBT services, including associations, health, housing, 
legal matters, and safety. The link to this site is: www.seniorsinfo.ca/en/ 
categories/651. 
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The federal government does address seniors’ issues. The issues 
include public pensions, seniors’ benefits, combating elder abuse, social 
assistance and social services through the Canada Social Transfer. They 
also work to develop age-friendly communities, and promote positive aging 
in federal-provincial meetings. The government provides over 100 
programs and services to seniors around education, employment, income 
assistance, savings plans, and travel. 

There are always huge issues for seniors, and, as a newly minted senior, 
| am beginning to experience them! The challenge is definitely ours. 


NDP MP Bill Siksay (Burnaby-Douglas, 
BC): It’s clear that the federal government 
should take the initiative to prepare an overall 
GLBTT health strategy for Canada - a national 
health strategy. A lot of the direct provision 
of services lies within provincial jurisdiction; 
so, it’ll always be up to the provinces to do 
the direct services. But, the federal govern- 
ment could bring the provinces together to 
develop an overall strategy to make sure that 
there is consistent programing, to make sure 
that the issues related to GLBT health are 
considered on a national basis, and that is an appropriate role for the 
federal government. 

We do need a national GLBT health strategy that does include the 
needs of senior GLBT community members, and we should get on with 
that work. It’s been long overdue. 


Liberal MP Scott Brison (Kings-Hants, 
Nova Scotia): The aging of the GLBT 
community is part of a broader issue, and 
that is what is, effectively, a demographic 
time bomb that the Harper government is 
ignoring. In the very near future, as more 
people retire, as more people age, and with 
fewer people working, this represents a 
social, fiscal and economic challenge for all 
Canadians. It’s an issue that is critically 
important, and it’s one that we can’t ignore. 

One of the biggest challenges in Canada 
is that we don’t have a health care system— 
we have a “sick care” system, and governments will not be able to afford 
the health care requirements of the future, based on current trend lines. 
The only way that we are going to be able to get through this demographic 
shift, maintain a strong fiscal and economic position, and take care of 
the health and social needs of Canadians is if we build a healthier 
generation of Canadians. 

Clearly, there is a role in health promotion for the federal government. 
Health promotion is going to be important—that’s important for all 
Canadians, and that’s important for the GLBT community. Health, 
prevention, healthier living, better fitness—all of these issues are critically 
important; but | think the way of the future is to build a healthier society, 
and that’s for all Canadians, including the GLBT community. O 
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or me, reaching February is a bit like 

finding an old life jacket in the North 

Atlantic after being adrift and doggie 
paddling furiously for hours. 

You are cold, tired, dejected, and demor- 
alized. The life jacket of February helps you 
believe you just might keep going a few more 
hours ’til spring—or the shore or a passing 
boat finally come into sight. 

In short, it renews hope that all may not 
be lost. 

This is important, because, as I get older, 
I feel the dreaded icy grip of our long winters 
more than I used to. February is far from 
being spring, but it offers hope of survival— 
a little oasis of life in a desert of snow, ice 
and long johns. 

Smart people spend February in Florida 
or Aruba or some much balmier place than 
the bone-chilling prairies. The frozen prairie 
is where the barmy people winter—those with 
a streak of masochism. Stay-at-home loyalists 
crowing about the “wonderful dry cold” are 
clearly into BDSM—Born Diehard Sado 
Masochism, or Brain Dead Sado Masochism. 

I manage to hack it—just—but am coping 
by copping out as you read this—flitting off 
to Fort Lauderdale for two weeks to defrost. 

I could return to a blizzard, but I will at 
least be tanned. On returning, I love to boast 


how the Florida heat was so stifling, even as 
friends chip icicles from their Winnipeg 
nostrils. Wicked! 

February means many things to many 
people. For me, it brings another birthday. 
February 19 is my own nativity day, making 
me a Piscean. I share the day with much 
higher falutin entities such as Prince Andrew. 

Appropriately, Pisces has a cold, glaze- 
eyed fish as its symbol. This sums up my 
feelings perfectly at this time of year. 

In the “interesting but useless knowledge” 
category, you might also want to know that 
the February flower is a violet (many of us 
are shrinking ones), and that our stone is an 
amethyst. Nice bling! 

February was added to the calendar by the 
Roman King Numa Pompilius. Charlemagne 
called the month “Hornung,” while the Anglo- 
Saxons used the names “Solmoneth” meaning 
mud month, and “Kale-monath” apparently 
named after cabbage. 

Not terribly romantic really. February is 
usually associated with love, roses and 
romance...but cabbages? What were the 
Anglo-Saxons thinking? 

It is an eccentric month in that it usually 
has only 28 days, excepting leap years when 
it has 29. When I researched February, the 
word Bissextile jumped out at me, and I 
assumed, for a moment, that my birth sign 
might have determined my dual, bisexual 
nature, which has often caused me problems. 

However, bissextile is not a sexual 
orientation—it simply means a leap year, 
which occurs every four years when we 
actually have a February 29. 

Though the modern calendar counts a 
year as 365 days, a complete revolution 
around the sun takes approximately 365 days 
and six hours. So, every four years, one extra 
day is added to keep the count coordinated 
with the sun’s apparent position. 

This can be awkward or useful if you are 
born on February 29, since your actual natal 
anniversary occurs only once every four years. 
Think of all the presents and candles you 
might miss out on. 


~ PETER CARLYLE-GORDGE 


In the plot of Gilbert and Sullivan’s 
operetta, The Pirates of Penzance, Frederic 
is apprenticed to a band of pirates until the 
age of 21. Having passed his 21st year, he 
leaves the pirate band and falls in love. But 
it turns out that the pirate indenture says his 
apprenticeship does not end until his 21st 
birthday. 

Since he was born on February 29, that day 
won't come until he is in his eighties, and so 
he must leave his fiancée and return to the 
pirates. 

It all sounds a bit gay to me. Lucky 
Frederic the sailor saved by the calendar! 

An English law of 1256 decreed that, in 
leap years, the leap day and the day before 
are to be reckoned as one day for the purpose 
of calculating when a full year has passed. 
This means that a person born on February 
29 legally reaches the age of 18 or 21 on 
February 28 of the relevant year. 

Anyway, a person who is born on February 
29 is called a “leapling.” In non-leap years, 
they may celebrate their birthday on 
February 28 or March 1. If you're prissy, anal 
and mark your February 29 birthdays only 
on actual leap years, you won't collect an old 
age pension till you are 260 years old—so be 
flexible—it pays. 

Traditionally, women have been allowed 
to propose to men in leap years—though the 
Queen of England always does the proposing, 
no matter what the year. 

Other strange, useless information: Sir 
James Wilson, premier of Tasmania from 
1812 to 1880, was the only notable person 
known to have both been born and died on 
February 29. 

Finally, we all know that February 14 
is the overhyped commercefest called 
Valentine’s Day—a wonderful time for 
florists, card merchants and chocolate 
purveyors. 

If the weather and heartless sentimental 
hype get to you, just say Bah! Humbug! and 
book a flight to Florida. 

The prairie cold really can shrivel hearts 
sometimes. O 
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Couch Talk - 


The Musings of a Psychologist 
Finding Fault with Freud 


This month, I ask you, the reader, to email 
me (alderson@ucalgary.ca) with additional 
thoughts that you may have regarding the 
controversial subject of this column. It is a 
theory, but different than the one most of us 
have endured for a very long time in 
psychology. I intend to write a full paper on 
the subject and would benefit from your 
insights. My thesis in the column is this: Most 
GLBT individuals have developed a superior 
level of psychosexual development compared 
to most heterosexual individuals. The converse 
has been pushed down our throats (among 
other things) since I can remember. 

“Homosexuality is assuredly no advantage, 
but it is nothing to be ashamed of, no vice, no 
degradation, it cannot be classified as an 
illness; we consider it to be a variation of the 
sexual function produced by certain arrest of 
sexual development. Many highly respectable 
individuals of ancient and modern times have 
been homosexuals, several of the greatest 
among them (Plato, Michelangelo, Leonardo 
da Vinci, etc.).” (Freud, 1951, p. 787.) 

The above quote is from a letter that 
Sigmund Freud wrote to an American mother 
worried about her gay son. Followers of 
Freud, known as either psychoanalytic or 
psychodynamic therapists, have generally 
subscribed to this view that GLBT in- 
dividuals suffer from inferior psychosexual 
development, namely because we are fixated. 
Fixated on what, you ask? 

Freud believed normal people develop 
through several stages of psychosexual 
development as follows: (a) oral stage, (b) anal 
stage, (c) phallic stage, (d) latency period, and 
(e) genital stage. Now that you are excited 
from all this sex talk, let’s get down to it. Gay 
men and lesbian women (according to Freud 
and his followers) have not resolved their 
Oedipal complex and Electra complex, 
respectively—a complex that occurs during 
the phallic stage (at least now I know why I 
like cock!). 

In reality, Freud was the one with the 
problem, anally fixated on his own bullshit. 
If anything, I would argue that GLBT 
individuals generally experience a higher 
degree of psychosexual development than 
heterosexual people. Why? For the following 
itemized reasons: 

1. Greater degree of questioning by 
GLBT individuals. James Marcia ad- 
vanced a theory of identity development 
where he described four identity statuses: 
(a) identity diffusion — you don’t know 
what you believe and you remain in limbo; 
(b) identity foreclosure — you adopted 
your parents’ or church’s view of things and 


no questioning occurred; (c) identity 
moratorium — you are still questioning and 
haven’t made any commitment yet; and 
(d) identity achievement — after extensive 
questioning, you decide what to believe. 
Well, GLBT individuals have needed to do a 
lot of questioning to own their sexuality, while 
there is a significant amount of research that 
indicates heterosexuals question their sex- 
uality very little, particularly straight men. 
Freud believed we are all bisexual—but 
obviously many heterosexuals don’t know it 
yet. The more we are in touch with our 
sexuality, the more whole we become. 
Whether we act on our feelings, of course, is 
an entirely different matter. What matters 
is that, through questioning, we have come 
to know ourselves. 

2. Greater amount of caring, under- 
standing, and compassion for diversity 
by GLBT individuals. Again, I am using 
generalizations here, as there are lots of 
exceptions. However, it is true that homo- 
phobia is highly associated with other isms, 
such as sexism, racism, and heterosexism. 
GLBT individuals experience homophobia to 
a lesser extent, and are more “welcoming” of 
differences. 

8. Greater freedom by GLBT 
individuals. By this I mean that we are not 
frightened to touch, sleep in the same bed, or 
dance with another of the same gender. Ask 
how many straight men are comfortable with 
these innocent gestures. Straight women are 
more comfortable with this, and I suspect it 
is because they are more psychosexually 
developed than most straight men (aside from 
the more flexible gender roles they enjoy). The 
freer you are, the more you can appreciate 
my next point. 

4. Greater creativity and originality 
by GLBT individuals. We have broken out 
of the box, thereby allowing our creative 
juices to flow. It is not just coincidence that 
so many owners of trendy shops, amazing 
hair stylists, designers, etcetera, are part of 
our community. Abraham Maslow is best 
known in psychology for his hierarchy of 
needs. The highest need, which few people 
attain, is self-actualization. One element of 
self-actualization is appreciation of the 
aesthetic. If anything, then, this would 
suggest that we are generally more self- 
actualized that heterosexual individuals. 

5. Greater movement toward spiritual 
leadership by GLBT individuals. Again, 
it is no coincidence that GLBT individuals 
have often risen to positions of spiritual 
leadership around the world. Conservative 
estimates suggest that about one third of 
Catholic priests are gay men, yet gay men do 


~ KEVIN ALDERSON, Ph.D., R. Psych. 
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not constitute a third of the world’s 
population (I wish!). Open GLBT individuals 
have been held in the highest regard by 
societies that are highly spiritual. My best 
example here is that within many traditional 
Aboriginal communities, natives practiced a 
simple faith about our earth and its people. 
The two spirited flourished in these congre- 
gations of vitality! Some of the two spirited 
would be considered gay by today’s standards, 
and others were transgendered. In India 
today, the Hijra (i.e., transwomen) continue to 
be revered for their spiritual powers by some, 
while being feared and despised by others. 

If the above statements are true, how can 
we possibly be inferior when the evidence 
would suggest the very opposite? Superior 
psychosexual development must mean that 
those who have attained it have transcended 
many of the normal barriers that keep 
individuals suppressed. Superior psycho- 
sexual development would suggest a greater 
degree of enlightenment, and that would 
reveal itself psychically, socially, and 
spirituality. Do you see what I see? 

It is also true that GLBT individuals seek 
out counselling more than heterosexual 
individuals do. Why? Because it is damn hard 
to live in cultures that denigrate us, that treat 
us as inferior instead of revering our many 
spiritual, intellectual, and aesthetic gifts. One 
positive spinoff from this is that GLBT 
individuals become courageous as they 
navigate social landscapes that are hostile or 
uninviting. Perhaps another positive outcome 
is that we are often agents of social change. 

The feminist movement would not have 
had the fire and spirit it did if it were not for 
the lesbian women who were fed up with the 
social order, which not only denigrated 
homosexuality but also lessened the position 
of women throughout society. Add on to this 
the fight for same-sex marriage which was 
won by both GLBT and heterosexual 
individuals who had the moxie to fight for 
equal rights. There is, in my mind, a whole 
lot of spirituality behind fights that better the 
state of humankind everywhere. 

Some of you may disagree with much of 
what I have written. Keep in mind that I don’t 
think inside the box either, and these are only 
the musings of a psychologist, after all. O 


References 
Freud, S. (1951). “Letter to an American mother.” 
American Journal of Psychiatry, 107, p. 787. 


Kevin Alderson can be contacted by confidential email at alderson@ucalgary.ca, or by confidential voice mail at 403-605-5234. 
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‘Mistress 
MaIDNELS 


Dear Mistress Manners: 


First of all, thank you for your column. Sometimes it 
feels like no one cares about etiquette any more. | guess 
that leads me to why | thought | would write. This is going 
to sound a little selfish, but I’m tired of getting wedding 
invitations. I’m happy for my friends who are getting 
married, but this last summer, | had to go to three 
weddings, and the invites are already pouring in for next 
year. I’m a single lesbian living in Toronto (a very expensive 
city) and | work only part-time because I’m also a painter 
(which is also expensive). 

Personally, I’m never planning on getting married and, 
not to be calculating, that means I’m spending all kinds of 
money on celebrating other peoples’ unions when their 
families are already pouring money all over them. What’s 
a polite-but-poor dyke to do? 

~ Tired in TO 


Dear Tired in TO: 


There was a helpful Sex and The City episode (aptly titled “A Woman's Right to Shoes”) in 
which Carrie Bradshaw calculated that she had spent hundreds of dollars on her friend’s 
wedding and subsequent baby shower and baby birthdays. As a single woman, she found it 
hard to justify the gestures of generosity. Then Carrie’s friend had the audacity to suggest 
that Carrie spent her money too frivolously on designer shoes. 

Mistress Manners finds this episode particularly therapeutic when wanting some comfort 
and respite from seemingly obligatory celebrations. It is indeed poor etiquette to expect a 
large gift from lesbians who are eking out livings as artists. And maybe they don’t. Your friends 
probably want you at their big day because they like you, not because they’re thinking cha- 
ching. Since you have chosen your own “untraditional” path, maybe you don’t have to bow 
down to all of the traditions that come with weddings. First of all, you need not get a new 
dress/suit for each occasion—but |’m sure you’re already aware of this. Secondly, simple and 
elegant gifts can be found year-round, particularly if you’re on your toes for bargains. Weddings 
are also a good time to regift those generic gifts given to you by well-meaning co-workers or 
your great Aunt Tilly. The point is, don’t overexert yourself. You’re an artist. Make your art, 
and let your friends worry about weddings. 

That said, perhaps there is a larger issue at hand here. It should hardly surprise Mistress 
Manners if, beneath your treatment of this problem as one of etiquette, there are larger, 
looming concerns. It is difficult to walk the less-trodden path. Weddings and babies have a 
way of reminding even the most resolute that they are indeed different. Perhaps you need to 
celebrate your difference. Throw an art party. Invite all of your friends who’ve invited you to 
their special moments and celebrate who you are. Do it up right. Make formal invitations and 
prepare hors d’oeuvres and canapés. Get yourself a new outfit and register at your favourite 
art supply store. 


Please contact Mistress Manners with your questions at: 


mistressmanners@gmail.com 
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health ~ DR. BEVERLY OSACHOFF, DTCM 


Dear Dr. O: 


lam training for a competitive sporting event. Can acupuncture 
and Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) help me get in shape? 


~ Oly, Whistler, BC 


Dear Oly’(mpians) and friends: 


Whether you are an elite athlete recovering from a sports injury or a 
weekend warrior simply trying to improve your game, a TCM practitioner 
can be a key player on your support team! 

Acupuncture and herbal medicines have been used for millennia to safely 
assist the body in healing itself, speeding recovery and promoting effective 
healing. For example, China’s Shao Lin Temple monks are famous not only 
for their astounding martial arts skills, but also for the treatment protocols 
they developed to deal with their daily training injuries. These methods 
included not only acupuncture and bone-setting techniques but also the 
use of massage and sophisticated medicines. Various plant and mineral 
based substances were either applied topically or decocted and drank to 
speed the recovery of fractured bones and damaged soft tissues such as 
muscles and ligaments. Many of these herbal formulae are still in popular 
use today. 

Soft tissue injuries heal quicker with acupuncture because it helps reduce 
inflammation and improves the circulation of blood and lymph, thereby 
easing pain. Pain can interrupt sleep—our body’s most critical healing time. 
By simply relieving pain and promoting relaxation, acupuncture helps the 
body make the best of “rest and repair time,” thereby getting you back on 
your feet and into your game faster than just waiting it out on the couch; but 
that’s just one component of the contribution TCM makes to sports. 
Professional athletes like NBA basketball star Yao Ming use acupuncture to 
stay on top of their game during the regular season and not just for resolving 
injury. 

Herbal medicines play various roles in injury management. Some act 
like ice to cool inflammation and reduce pain, while others create warmth 
to promote blood circulation and dispel bruising to ease pain or free up stiff 
joints. Some provide energy and heighten alertness, while others induce a 
state of calm to promote restful sleep, mental clarity, and even temperament. 
Some well-known herbs such as panax ginseng are so effective in their 
performance enhancing properties that they are banned for use by athletes 
in many high-level competitions, despite being very safe. 


- 
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It is standard practice for TCM practitioners to create herbal medicines 
for the individual patient based on his or her particular symptoms and 
constitution. Typically, a “mother” formula is prescribed with various 
additions or deletions made that reflect the individual’s immediate needs 
and objectives. Herbs are rarely used in isolation, and this may be one of 
the reasons that Western researchers—who strive for standardized 
protocols— have had difficulty studying their use. A “one-pill-fits-all” approach 
is as foreign to TCM as sushi in Saskatchewan. 

Modern research has shown that, on a cellular level, herbs and 
acupuncture assist the critical healing process called “phagocytosis.” 
Phagocytes are like bazillions of tiny “pac men,” eating up dead and damaged 
cells. By eating up dead cells, they reduce toxins and pain and set the stage 
for the regeneration of new cells. Once the immediate crisis is addressed, 
other herbs are employed to promote granulation (the formation of new 
tissues), knit broken bones, and keep the movements of vital body fluids 
and even nerve conduction signals open and free flowing. The ancient 
Chinese saying, “Where there is pain there is no free flow, and where there 
is free flow one will not find pain,” makes perfect sense under a modern 
microscope. 

Another popular tool for TCM practitioners is “cupping” which involves 
the application of suction cups to the skin. Cupping is amongst the most 
ancient of all TCM techniques with archaeological evidence of its use over 
10,000 years ago. It is making a bit of a splash with athletes since Chinese 
swimmer Wang Chun showed off her telltale marks at the pool during the 
2008 Olympics. You see, cupping draws blood to the skin’s surface and 
increases local blood circulation, sometimes leaving temporary marks that 
are basically large, round “hickeys.” While they may appear horrifying at 
first glance, the marks are not at all painful; though sometimes they can be 
itchy for a short time. Cupping’s primary effect is on muscle and fascia - 
stretching and releasing the membranous covering that surrounds and gives 
structural support to the muscles to help unravel knotted muscle fibres and 
relax tightness. Cupping is definitely one of the most requested therapies 
in my clinic, possibly because it feels so good. 

Do you ride a desk instead of a bobsleigh? Acupuncture is an effective 
way to keep your mind sharp and keep on top of your game. Performing the 
slow and easy movements of Tai Ji Chuan may not generate the adrenalin 
rush of hurtling down a steep mountainside at hundreds of kilometres an 
hour, but the mental focus one cultivates is just as powerful. 

Have fun and play safe means use good safety equipment and pay 
attention. Injuries happen when we fail to follow our instincts. No matter 
what activity attracts you, | figure any injury one might incur during play is 
worth more than any damage you might incur falling off the couch. 

Go, Canada! O 


Beverly Osachoff is a doctor of Traditional Chinese Medicine and a registered Traditional Chinese Medicine Practitioner (R. TCMP) with a passion for 
herbal medicines, acupuncture and the human spirit. Her Vancouver practice welcomes all patients and focuses on trauma recovery and sexual health. 


If you have any questions for Dr. O., please email Dr. Beverly Osachoff, DTCM: main@outlooks.ca 
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Canadian Trailblazers 


Trailblazers 1s our monthly column completely devoted to Canada’s queer heroes 
and superheroes. This month, we focus on education and awareness, from support 
for queer youth at OUT On Bay Street and LAMBDA to Adam Green's pivotal, 
continuing research on our queer “golden years.’ Read on, and keep your 
suggestions coming to trailblazers@outlooks.ca about Canucks that you feel are 


making history for us all! 


Adam Green 


A year ago, Toronto professor Dr. Adam 
Green announced the results of Canada’s first- 
ever study on the effects of gay male aging. 
Devoted to the sociality of sexuality, gender and 
health at the University of Toronto, Green spent 
three years interviewing close to 70 gay men 
in Toronto's gay village using an ethnographic 
approach to investigate the consequences of 
desirability on physical and mental health. To 
understand his subjects’ backdrop, his 
fieldwork involved photographing and 
cataloguing the area in and around Church 
Street. 

As Canada’s first-ever out generation of gay 
men reach mid-life, Green's study is certainly 
timely. His findings, published in the Journal of 
Health and Social Behaviour, unveiled that white, 
middle-class men are often considered hotties 
over: a) racial minorities, b) men over 40, and 
c) low-income earners. Those with less “erotic 
capital,’ as Green calls it, have a propensity 
towards riskier sexual behaviour (i.e., less 
ability to negotiate safe sex), along with 
susceptibility to self-isolation, substance abuse, 
depression and suicide. ‘‘Age and ageism”, 
says Green, “play the biggest role on 


desirability, and, while it’s easy to fantasize 


grasp that ageism is becoming endemic for gay 


about a working class man, it’s a whole different 
reality when he’s low-income or can't afford the 
tools needed for ‘erotic capital’, such as body 
enhancement or a gym membership.” 

“In my fieldwork,’ Green noted a year ago, 
he uniformity of the Adonis image alone told 
a story, especially considering that Toronto is 
upposed to have one of the most diverse 
cultures in the world. From the local bar to 
magazines to store windows, there was very 
ittle variation on the image.’ 


n 


=, 


men, Green stresses that, to some degree, it’s 
an everyday reality. 

“One can speak of a ‘global status’ order in 
Toronto,’ Green describes, ‘‘whereby white, 
middle-class men in their 20s are privileged. 
Nevertheless, ‘sexual fields’ vary in the kinds 
of characteristics that confer ‘erotic capital; so 
itis factually untrue to suggest that there is only 
sexual ideal or one demographic with the most 
erotic capital. This does not mean that there is 
a democracy of desire. Erotic inequality, and in 


“Age and ageism play the biggest role on desirability, 
and, while it’s easy to fantasize about a working class 


man, it’s a whole different reality when he’s low-income 
or can’t afford the tools needed for ‘erotic capital’...” 


One might compare gay mid-life to that of a 
heterosexual woman, who Green notes suffers 
from some of the same issues of desirability. 
Gay men, often more sex-positive, experienc 


turn, social inequality, runs through collective 
sexual life.” 

US author and psychologist Harold Kooden, 
in his 2000 book Golden Men: The Power of Gay 


bachelorhood for longer periods of time, 
graduating with wrinkles as their rites of 
passage. And, as Green concluded, we have yet 


Midlife, makes it clear that a battle against 
ageism is at hand and can be won. As Kooden 


to fully experience the mid-life opportunities 
championed by middle-aged white men. 
“We tend to devalue sexual life as 


stresses, our history of oppression, in- 
dependence and struggle for recognition is in 
fact our greatest weapon. While Green does not 


extracurricular and frivolous,’ Green noted, 
“but this research shows a significant link 
between sexual desirability and health...which 
can take a real toll both physically and 
psychologically. One participant said that, 
even in a bathhouse without clothes, it’s about 
status. He described it as a whole level of 
beauty that middle class men can afford that he 
can't show, around skin and hair for example.” 

Since last year’s report, Green has been 
writing a paper and a book on sexual life in 
Toronto, extrapolating on not only his previous 
findings but also on Torontonian gay male 
patterns of socio-sexual practice and identity 
at a deeper level. While it is disheartening to 


necessarily see a solution to ageism, both 
authors concur that a healthier dose of 
acceptance is paramount to enjoying our 
golden years. 

“Ageing is immoral in Western North 
American culture;’ Green notes. ‘In gay male 
cultures in particular, ageing into the 40s and 
beyond can be associated with a substantial 
loss. If one has a social life founded on solid 
connections with friends and family, and 
perhaps a romantic partner, this may not really 
be much of an issue. If one does not, then 
marginalization in sexual social life can be quite 
difficult. The key is to find other areas of one’s 
life to anchor one’s sense of self.” 
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Daniel Oliveira 


According to HR reps at national and 
multinational corporations, closeted employ- 
ees are losing some of their credibility and 
efficiency in the workforce by spending too 
much time keeping that closet door locked. 
Toronto's Out on Bay Street, now in its third year, 
aims to take the door right off its hinges. 

“A lot of companies are diversifying the 
workforce,’ says Co-Chair Daniel Oliveira. ‘and 
they started that by increasing women. 
Corporations are tapping into people with 
disabilities, visible minorities, and now they're 
showing our [LGBT] community that it includes 
us, too.” 

An annual event that has begun attracting 
students from coast to coast, Out on Bay Street 
has largely been a word of mouth annual event 


inclusive, and who are looking for 
fantastic employees.” 

A few years ago, Oliveira, an MBA 
Marketing and Strategy Grad from 
the Rothman School of Management, 
attended the similar US Reaching Out 
Fair, which is for MBA students. It was 
all the inspiration he needed to band 
together with four other students and 
kickstart Out on Bay Street, in 
Canada, for both undergrads and 
graduate students. Always student- 
run, the group's chairs will obviously 
change in the years to come; but 
Oliveira hopes that will allow future 
chairs to grow the event into year 
round activities, and to partner with 


thus far on Faceboo 
only $20 a pop, st 


k and Twitter. At a cost of 
udents participate in a 


weekend full of networking, panels, job 


applications, keyno 
and even a gala dinn 
out “real world” a 


e addresses, workshops 
er, all in preparation for an 
ter graduation. Visiting 


like-minded groups such as Pride at 


Work, whose focus is on diversity training in 


the workplace. 
As funding fo 
largely from its 


r Out on Bay Street comes 
corporate sponsor partici- 


pants, Oliveira admits it may take years before 


companies who sponsor the event are no small 
potatoes, either—IBM, KPMG, Proctor and 
Gamble and TD were but a few at the 2009 
conference. Last fall, participation doubled in 
attendance from 2008, and as Oliveira notes, it 
wasn't just because of an economic downturn. 

“A lot of these organizations are spending 
money promoting themselves at Pride,’ Oliveira 
observes, ‘but that’s often consumer promotion. 
There are other companies, like Deloitte and 
Touche, for example, who don’t necessarily 
have or need a Pride venue to say that, who are 


being able to move the career fair, named 
after that phallic symbol we know as Bay 
Street, to other major university cities. For 
now, the buzz on Bay is a good one, and 
Oliveira's busy with Co-Chair Michael Mirpuri 
gathering feedback for future workshops, and 
signing up next year’s registrants. 

“The idea is that we want people to go to 
work and be 100 percent at work,” says 
Oliveira, “especially in demanding jobs like 
this. If you are anti-social, spending your time 
and energy trying to hide your significant 


other, using gender specific pronouns, or 
coming up with reasons why you're not going 
to that office party, then you are spending that 
energy away from your organization. This event 
also benefits the sponsors. When you have 
these LGBT-positive organizations together, 
they are finally able to network, and to learn 
from each other as they recruit from that kind 
of talent pool, and they profit from that kind of 
diversity. It's a more altruistic side of things, and 
that’s the bottom line today.’ 


For more information on Out on Bay 
Street’s upcoming events, visit 
outonbayst.org. Sign up for alerts on 
Facebook and Twitter to plan for next 
year’s event. 
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Gary Sealey 


When it comes to “pink” philanthropy, it’s 
easy to take a grant, well—for granted. Just ask 
Gary Sealey, who in 2010 celebrates 25 years 
as founder and President at Canada’s Lambda 
Foundation. 

“There is an opportunity for all ofus,’ Sealey 
comments, ‘to take a deep breath and ask the 
questions, ‘Where am I? What is happening? 
What is my role in my time?’ We have the chance 
to work together on differences that we can all 
actually celebrate.” 

A professional historian and certified 
forestry technician, Sealey is no stranger to 
getting behind a cause. Amidst a broad range 
of national and international activities, he has 
been an activist at the UN, a pillar for Ottawa's 
sport and recreation group Club Moustache 
(Time Out), and a loud voice behind both the 
Global Network on Food Security and Friends 
of the Earth. Yet, as Sealey notes, volunteering 
for a GLBTQ organization reaps particularly 
unique rewards. 

“For those of us who lived through official 
repression as social outsiders,’ Sealey 
observes, ‘life as a volunteer has special 
meaning. Volunteering gives a platform for 
being seen, and of being heard. It is a path to 


Take us to your leader! 


LGBTQ communities. 


us all! 


being part of the community, of exercising your 
rights as a citizen, of envisioning a better world, 
of making choices together, and of building 
something better.’ 

Back in 1984, Sealey set up the Lambda 
Foundation as a public gift from the Lambda 
Business and Professional Club. As he recalls, 
it was a professional club of businesspeople 
who wanted to make a difference for future 
generations—with the money to back it up. As 
Sealey adds, ‘We did it for fun and as a gift, 
because it hadn't been done before, to build a 
bridge to our own quiet and endangered 
society—to build a better Canada.’ Still not 
uncommon with a start-up gay and lesbian 
charity in Canada, it took Lambda seven years 
to be recognized as such by Revenue Canada’s 
Charities Division. And that was a battle Sealey 
and his colleagues were willing to fight. 


“life as a volunteer has 
special meaning. Volunteer- 
ing gives a platform for being 
seen, and of being heard. 
It is a path to being part of 
the community, of exercising 
your rights as a citizen, of 
envisioning a better world, of 
making choices together, and 
of building something better.” 


Time heals some wounds. To date, Lambda 
has raised a quarter of a million dollars for 
university awards from coast-to-coast, funding 
authors of pivotal new work as well as research 
projects that advance educational awareness on 
queer culture in Canada. While a generation 
leaves Lambda gifts in their wills, current grants 
and awards have funded everything from the 
“Queer Lexicography’”’ to reports like ‘Bias and 
discrimination within the immigration process.” 
More recently, Lambda established a medical 
scholarship in the name of Dr. Gary Gibson. 


We want to hear from you about the individual in your region—whether artist or activist, 
local merchant, or behind-the-scenes volunteer—who most contributes to Canada’s 


Send your nod to trailblazers@outlooks.ca and let us know why your hero is a hero for 


“Gibson was one of the first doctors to come 
out in Southern Ontario,’ Sealey notes, ‘and 
whose idea was that we're here to help 
everyone. There is another generation of 
people who have said, ‘It may be awhile, but 
I've put a Lambda scholarship in my will’ You 
and I may not see that, but it's a commitment.” 

As Lambda turns 25 this year, it aims to 
partner with a minimum of 20 universities and 
colleges across the country to provide awards. 
Reporting to a national board of directors, 
Sealey notes that that's merely one of many forks 
in the road ahead. 

“There are three challenges at Lambda that 
come to mind,’ reports Sealey. “One is 
resources, and another is difficulties with 
getting volunteers because we're all too busy 
to make that conscious commitment to 
volunteer groups. The third is that groups need 
young people so they don't simply become that 
‘founding generation; especially when there’s 
still plenty to be done.’ 

When you're a homeowner with a 
motorcycle, canoe and a 20-pound dog named 
Clarity you find your own ways to unwind. A true 
nature-lover, Sealey credits his environmental 
activism to his years as a technician in historic 
Canadian parks, where he observed foresters 
and their methods first hand. Sealey never has 
to look very far, however, to see a continued 
need for his ‘queerer’ activism, shuffling his 
time at Lambda with assisting queer youth at 
Club Moustache where young queer athletes 
can feel safer and part of a more inclusive 
experience. 

“The community we know is much more 
diverse than before,’ Sealey notes, ‘just look at 
the letters ‘L-Q-B-T-T-Q’ that keep growing. 
Lambda scholarships are stitched into a national 
series coast to coast, but there are several 
[potential] educational institutions across 
Canada. We want to help them, but also to show 
them off, that the people oftheir community are 
valued as Canadians and as sources of 
inspirations.” 


For more information or to help support 
Lambda, visit lambdafoundation.com. O 
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Why Parliament 


tephen Harper’s decision to prorogue 

Parliament on December 30 was 

nothing short of an admission that he 
finds Parliament something to be avoided. 

In our system of responsible government, 
the Prime Minister is accountable to 
Parliament. After all, it’s their job to grant 
supply—the funds that he or she needs to 
carry out his or her agenda. If they lose 
confidence in a Prime Minister, they cut off 
supply, and that usually sends us into an 
election. 

Harper’s decision to prorogue means that 
he doesn’t want to be accountable to 
Parliament. On the question of whether 
Afghan detainees were handed over to the 
possibility where they would face torture—a 
matter of human rights and international law 
—Harper not only chose to avoid ministerial 
and political accountability, he chose to 
suspend Parliament. 


It was a cynical decision, made on the day 
before New Year’s Eve, the same day as the 
Olympic hockey team was being named, and 
he made it because he didn’t think Canadians 
would care. After all, why should they care 
about Parliament? It’s not like he hasn’t 
done his very best to degrade it at every 
opportunity. 

The various fictions that Harper and 
company put in the window to justify the 
prorogation—that they needed the time to 
“recalibrate” their agenda, that they needed 
to consult with Canadians on the next phase 
of their “Economic Action Plan,” that 
Canadians were more concerned with the 
Olympics than they were about the business 
of governing the nation—also betrayed their 
feelings about Parliament. 

You see, normally, it’s the finance 
committee that does these pre-budget 
consultations. When Parliament prorogues, 


those committees cease to exist, and can’t do 
any work. This was especially the reason, so 
that the special committee on Afghanistan 
couldn’t continue to investigate the detainee 
issue. 

So, while the finance committee can’t meet 
to do these pre-budget consultations, various 
Conservatives have said that they’re still 
doing them across the country—but they'll be 
able to do them “better” because they won’t 
be distracted by Parliament’s sitting. In 
other words, they find that democracy is a 
distraction. It also has the side benefit (for 
them) of not having to hear opposition voices 
during those consultations. 

Harper confirmed this particular line of 
reasoning when he told BNN in an interview, 
“The games begin when Parliament returns,” 
and how there would be all manner of 
confidence votes, and all this political 
instability was bad for the markets. Except 
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Matters 


ororogation 
leaves parliament 
In atog 


of course that, by invoking prorogation, it 
means that there needs to be a Speech from 
the Throne to restart Parliament—and that 
is a confidence measure, which would be of 
his own doing. It, also, again affirms his 
belief that Parliament is a distraction to his 
governing. (And also, the markets aren’t 
really destabilized by Parliament, which was 
another bit of fiction.) 

Harper also justified prorogation by saying 
that he needed it to reshuffle the Senate 
committees now that he’s appointing five 
more Senators—which will give his party a 
plurality (though not a majority) in the Upper 
Chamber. But this is again a false pretence, 
as there were other procedural mechanisms 
that he could use, or he could simply follow 
tradition and not prorogue until a mere few 
days before Parliament was due to resume 
sitting. After all, the average length of a 
prorogation is twenty days—not two months. 


It all adds up to the fact that Harper has 
found democracy to be a burden, and he is 
gambling on the fact that Canadians don’t 
find it important, and if he can denigrate it 
as much as possible along the way, maybe 
they'll cease to find that it matters. 

But Parliament does matter. It’s not just 
because the House of Commons is our 
premiere elected body in our democracy, or 
that the Senate provides a necessary sober 
second thought to bad government legislation 
forced through the Commons by bullying or 
bad optics. Parliament matters because it is 
the reflection of Canadians’ voices in the face 
of government. 

Right now, power is centralizing in the 
Prime Minister’s Office. And look at the faces 
that Harper surrounds himself with—people 
like Darrel Reid, the former head of the 
virulently anti-gay Focus on the Family 
Canada; or Paul Wilson, the former head of 


~ DALE SMITH 


the Christian-focused Trinity Western 
University’s programme that trains 
conservative Christians to work in 
government; or Nigel Hannaford, the former 
Calgary Herald columnist who is no friend of 
the queer community. 

Harper's cabal has a distinct agenda; but 
try as he might to push it through without 
going through Parliament, he still needs 
Parliament—and Parliament is where our 
community has a voice. We're living in a time 
where we have unprecedented gay and 
lesbian representation, and they are voices 
that get heard in the debates on the bills the 
government puts forward. 

Harper gambled on Canadians’ not caring 
about Parliament, and on his progress in 
trying to make it irrelevant. But we can show 
him that we do care, and that Parliament is 
still relevant. We just have to speak up. O 
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are often summoned to transient and 

mysterious courts with no information 
about the charges laid against them. In The 
Trial, Kafka’s protagonist awakes one 
morning to find himself helplessly tied up in 
a world of elusive bureaucracy and red tape, 
when he’s summoned to court for charges not 
disclosed to him. In that fictional world, 
consenting to government supervision and 
invasions of privacy area given. On January 
5, Canadians were led a giant step forward 
in adopting just such a way of life: Transport 
Minister John Baird and Minister of State 
(Transport) Rob Merrifield announced that 
our government will soon implement both 
full- body scanners and new modes of 
“behaviour observation screening” for 
Canadian passengers flying to the US. 

The scanners, which will provide travellers 
with an alternative to the “pat-down,” will 
project Health Canada-approved levels of 
millimetre wave radio frequency energy 
around the person being screened. The one- 
minute process requires that passengers 
step into the “imaging portal” and assume 
several different stances. The product? A 
three-dimensional image of the passenger’s 
body. Another scanning technology—the 
“backscatter’—will produce another image, 
one akin toa chalk outline. This “virtual strip 


lE the novels of Franz Kafka, characters 


New Airport Security Measures 
Take Toll on Transgender People 


search,” as it’s been called, will detect 
“anomalies on a passenger.” For transgender 
and other queer-bodied people—considered 
anomalies ourselves—these new security 
measures give new meaning to Air Canada’s 
security slogans. Are we one of the “things” 
that are “just not meant to fly?” 

For many transgender people, this 
regulation of “suspicious” bodies is not new. 
Ask Lane Mandlis about his experiences 
travelling as a trans person, in fact, and 
you just might get a plot summary of one 
of Kafka’s twisted tales. Before study- 
ing transgender and citizenship in the 
Department of Sociology at the University of 
Alberta, Lane witnessed first-hand how 
gender non-normative bodies are disciplined 
at borders and at security checkpoints. 
“Prior to beginning any physical transition,” 
he remembers, “my identification listed me 
as female and my name was a female name.” 
When travelling from Toronto to Miami for 
business purposes, Lane was subject to 
several levels of informal discrimination 
although he possessed all necessary 
paperwork: The second security officer to 
screen him led him to a small office affixed 
with a sign that read, “All persons enter- 
ing this room are videotaped and all 
conversations audiotaped.” Inside, the officer 
handed Lane’s paperwork to another man 


~ LUCAS CASSIDY CRAWFORD 


“and ordered me to sit in a 
chair.” What happened next 
might sound unbelievable to 
those who fly with little fear 
of security snafus. “He sat at 
the desk, without speaking to 
me or looking through any of 
my paper-work, watching the 
clock for more than an hour.” 
Fifteen minutes after Lane’s 
flight departed, the officer 
stamped the paperwork, 
“walked over to me and said 
‘have a nice flight.” 

While Lane’s story shows 
that impromptu people’s 
courts already form and 
dissolve behind closed doors 
(literally), Canada’s new 
security measures suggest 
that making queer bodies 
unsafe in the name of safety 
is now an acceptable public 
action. According to Calgary trans activist, 
Mercedes Allen, this has many possible 
effects on trans people, including the 
likelihood that full-body scanning will mean 
that prosthetics and other trans-oriented 
implements (packers, padded undergar- 
ments, breast binders, silicon breasts, and so 
on) could be seen as weapons. “Transmen 
awaiting mastectomy bind their chest and 
will be required to show that they don’t have 
some weapon strapped to them... and post- 
operative transwomen need to keep medical 
dilators with them for surgical aftercare. If 
they’re travelling home from surgery, theyre 
often advised to bring them in their carry-on, 
as they can’t afford to lose them for even a 
few hours.” In addition to these practical 
problems, the possibility that these photos 
could spawn a new transphobic website (or 
the like) is alarming. Though the US 
Transportation Security Administration 
insists that the images cannot be saved or 
stored, many trans people have learned 
(through experiences such as Lane’s) that 
rules, regulations, and rights don’t always 
apply to us. 

Like many trans people, Mercedes has not 
traveled inter-nationally since her gender 
transition. For her and many others, 
“scanners are a part of a larger ongoing 
problem.” Popular culture still interprets 
gender-changing bodies as very suspicious. 
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As Lane puts it: “I think that people believe 
that trans people are lying about being 
trans—that an FTM [Female-to-Male person] 
for example cannot actually believe that he 
isa man.” If people follow this logic, then it’s 
all too easy for them to think that “if some- 
one is willing to lie about something as 
integral as gender/sex, then they 
would be willing to lie about 
anything.” Trans people seeking to 
change the gender marker on their 
IDs will no longer be afforded the 
slight piece of privacy that the new 
M or F afforded at the security 
checkpoint. And, with the new 
“behaviour screening” protocol, 
anyone—from profuse sweaters to 
under-standably nervous transgender 
people—are cause for alarm. 

In his capacity as UN Special Rapporteur 
on the promotion and protection of human 
rights while countering terrorism, Martin 
Scheinin acknowledged these problems. In 
his report, he suggests that “enhanced 
immigration controls that focus attention on 
male bombers who may be dressing as 
females to avoid scrutiny make transgender 
persons susceptible to increased harassment 
and suspicion.” According to Sheinin, the US 
must take steps to lower the “risk [of] unduly 
penalizing transgender persons whose 
personal appearance and data are subject to 
change.” 

However, as Lane and Mercedes both 
show, this issue is not of concern to 
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transgender people alone. Lane’s story, after 
all, took place before he transitioned or 
changed his name. As Mercedes notes, 
“people who are androgynous, genderqueer, 
butch, or gender-transgressing in any way 
are also flagged by policies that call for 
checking gender-markers [on ID] against a 


A virtual strip search will detect 
“anomalies on a passenger.” ... these 
new security measures give new 
meaning to Air Canada’s security 
slogans. Are we one of the “things” 
that are “just not meant to fly?” 


person’s presentation.” This is not to mention 
that race and ethnicity are certainly at the 
forefront of our culture’s orientation to 
terrorism. The struggles of different groups 
can and should be connected, Mercedes 
insists, especially since “it gets exponentially 
worse for the people who are targeted if there 
are multiple compounded prejudices at play, 
such as a flagged nationality.” 

Indeed, even Canada’s practices are far 
from that of the welcoming cultural mosaic 
we may like to picture. In 2007, Argentinean 
intersex scholar, Dr. Mauro Cabral, was 
denied entry to Canada, where he was to 
deliver a keynote at an academic transgender 
conference in Vancouver. As Mercedes points 
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out, the new security measures are not out of 
step with our nation’s legal conceptions of 
gender. She suggests that, “in a nation where 
the penal system still segregates solely, based 
on genitalia, and [where] multiple proofs of 
surgery are required to change gender on 
federal documents, there will be a way to go 
before [Canada] takes a leading role.” 

In Mercedes’ estimation, “The next 
step would be to press for a policy that 
is respectful of trans travellers and 
which involves educating airport 
security.” Lane fears that, without 
sufficient activist response, security 
measures will only continue to tighten. 
He conjures up images that seem far- 
fetched: “cavity searches prior to 
boarding planes,” “flight attendants 
assigned to watch passengers use the 
toilets” and even being “anaesthetized during 
flight.” We can hope that such fears are 
indeed futuristic and unwarranted—but, 
then again, The Trial’s violent surveillance 
culture probably seemed impossible when it 
was published in (pre-Holocaust) Austria in 
1925. 

For now, travelling as a transgender, 
transsexual, genderqueer, or otherwise 
“suspicious” person remains a truly 
Kafkaesque experience. Hopefully, these 
changes in security procedures can remind 
LGBTQ communities that we all have a stake 
in towing the line and helping transgender 
people to get out of the gate. O 
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Can I request a pat-down, 


please? 


A while back, I had a “free massage” at the 
Montréal airport. I was transferring between 
the Canadian domestic area and the terminal 
for flights to the United States. Of course, 
that means going through security again, and 
the CATSA (Canadian Air Transportation 
Security Authority) agent decided I de- 
served a thorough pat-down. I have no idea 
why—this happened long before a bomber 
attempted to bring down a Detroit-bound 
flight from Amsterdam last Christmas. 


Ive heard plenty of gay travellers joke that 
they hope for a “hot agent” if they get a pat- 
down. Surprisingly, my recent experience fit 
that description-the male agent was, indeed, 
very attractive—not to mention very thorough. 
By the time he finished with me, my thigh 
and calf muscles were well rubbed-he 
“checked” both legs a couple of times, and his 
pressure was just right. 


As a seasoned traveller, ’m sure CATSA is 
officially not amused by travellers comparing 
their security pat-downs to massage services. 
So I resisted the urge to suggest that the 
agent add a listing on bodyworkformen.com, 
and I didn’t give a tip; I did give a genuine 
thanks and a smile. Unfortunately, that pat- 
down experience isn’t the norm. In most 
cases, I’d rather not be touched by the person 
doing the security check, and they'd probably 
rather not touch me, either. 


Pat-downs, machines that blow air into your 
hair and clothes, and new machines that 
reportedly can “see under your clothes” all 
seem rather invasive. I hear reasonable 
debate from people who say airport security 
is effective, and others who say it’s mostly a 
waste of money. 


The truth is that terrorists have done a damn 
good job of living up to their name: they’ve 
succeeded in creating terror. They’ve figured 
out that airliners are high-profile ways to get 
noticed. So, those of us who need or want to 
travel by air will continually have to put up 
with results of their insane efforts, and that 
means occasional slowdowns in the way the 
system works. 


refuse to let these new security 

measures keep me from flying or 

crossing the US/Canada border (yes, 

even that process seemed a bit slower 

recently). Yet, strangely, in the past 
couple of weeks I have heard many, many 
Canadians—gay and straight—yammering 
and ranting about avoiding travel to or 
through the United States. 


If you’re one of them, please return your gay 
card. Why let a few delays and inconveniences 
keep you from travelling to and from the 
amazing country that borders ours? Why let 
it stop you from potentially saving on the 
cheaper airfares you might find when 
connecting to Puerto Vallarta via Phoenix or 
Los Angeles? 


In the grand scheme, what is an extra hour 
at the airport or at the border when compared 
to the great experiences that travel provides? 
In the next few pages, you'll read about the 
outstanding, gay-friendly destination of 
Bisbee, Arizona. Memories of my experiences 
in that magical town completely erase the 
memory of the pain-in-the-ass security I 
may have experienced on my way into the 
United States. 


But then again, if you get the right guy for 
your security pat-down, it may not be a pain 
in your ass at all. 


That’s my outlook. What’s yours? 


Blog with me at: 
www.randallshirley.com/blog 
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You can't hang out in a Bisbee, Arizona retro-trailer if you’re scared of a border pat-down! 
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mn Puerto Vallarta 


> Mexico 


Boana Torre Malibu-condo Hotel,one biock tom Gav beach 
Amapas 325, Zona Romantica, Puerto Vallarta Tel/fax 011-52 (322) 222-6695 / 222-0999 


www.boana.net boana@pvnet.com.mx 
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IF You enjoyed 
the LHP 


The LOVE Hot Party package includes: 
Accommodations for 4 days and 3 nights 


in All Inclusive Plan at the Venue Hotel 
(nH Krystal Puerto Vallarta Grand Resort) NH 


-Breakfast: Daily Buffet at the Pool Restaurant Las Velas from 8 am - 12 pm HOTELES 


-Lunch and meals: Daily Buffet at the Restaurant Las Velas from 1 pm - 5 pm 
-Snacks: Daily at our Beach Club from 0 pm - 5 pm 

-Dinners: Daily Buffet service at Restaurant Las Velas from 6 pm - 11 pm. No reservation required 
-Buffet Service at Specialty Restaurant Trattoria from 6 pm - 11 pm. Reservation required 
-Menu Service at Specialty Restaurant Kamakura from 6 pm - 11 pm. Reservation required 


Daily Open Bar national Drinks available in the mentioned above establishments and schedul 
beach and in the pool and hotel's bars. Pool bars open from 12 pm - 12 am / Sport Bar open from 


* Gym Access: Open daily from 7:30 am - 3:30 pm 


Kayaks and boogie: available at the aqua activities booth 
Special discounts on massages with previous reservation at the Massages Centre located next to Las Velas Restaurant 


e - 
e Friday Februery l2th 2010 


-Access to Carnaval Latino (from 7 pm - 1 am) 
-Costumes contest, hot games and performances. 


* Open Bar * Love Room 


DJ & Producer Scotty Thomson (NYC) 


-PV Romantic Zone Tour (1:30 am - 2?) 
A delightful Tour in the best bars and restaurants of our ambiance 
* Transportation and cover! luded 


Y soar February Ith 2olo 


-Love Hot Party (4 pm - 1 am) Find your true love or adventure of 
your lifetime at the most exciting and sexiest party of the year. 


DJ's & Producers Alyson Calagna and ESCAPE 


International Open Bar * Souvenirs * LHP 2010 (Cancun) Packages’ Raffle 
* Love Room 


-After Love HP (1:30 am - 6 am) 
This package also includes: 


Ground Transportation (Airport - Hotel - Airport) 
*® Welcome Kit 


Everything for only: 799 USD!!! 


For further inf ti Price per person in doubie occupancy (limited capacity) 


Intemational Code: + 52 222 755 91 33 
Acti tug 
Marketing 


PROUD NE 


LTA 


“You’ve got a beautiful, long lifeline. 
Hmmm, no kids in your future, no offense, 
but you're probably gay.” 

Thus begins my session with psychic 
Donna Amalong, who then reads my Tarot 
and discusses my horoscope; the experience 
is amazingly powerful, fully worth her $15/ 
15-minute price tag. There’s a bohemian 
magic in Bisbee’s mountain-desert air, and 
Donna decidedly belongs to it. 

Bisbee, Arizona, is one of those places that 
attracts people like Donna to set up shop. It’s 
a place where real hippies scooped up 
depressed real estate in the 70s when the 
copper mine closed the first time. Today they 
are old hippies, who alongside old miners and 
newcomers run galleries stuffed with 
affordable art, antique shops full of surprising 
finds, and restaurants with innovative 
cuisine. Many historic homes have become 
B&Bs, and Bisbee boasts one of the most 
unique motels on earth (see sidebar page 32). 

Bisbee’s laid-back style, fresh mountain 
air and historic character attracts a large gay 
following—both as travellers and as 
residents—even boasting a substantial gay 
Pride festival weekend pulling in visitors 
from nearby Tucson and Phoenix. 

Historic Bisbee is beautifully set, snuggled 
into the round-topped, rusty-red mountains 
that run along Arizona’s border with 
Mexico—just seven miles away. The whole 


patel 
OrOSCOpeRSs 


Travel Editor 
Randall Shirley 
went in search 
of Bisbee, Arizona 
sunshine, only to 
discover there’s 
gay magic in 
the hills. 


Bisbee is nestled amidstshigh-desert mountains. 
Photo: Randall Shirley. 


town is a national historic district. The 
history is rooted in mining, and the massive 
Lavender Pit Mine, planned to reopen next 
year, is almost as dominant a feature as the 
surrounding hills. Main streets run along the 
bottoms of two intersecting canyons, and most 
homes are literally perched on the steep 
hillsides; many are only reachable by 
climbing a substantial set of stairs. 

Bisbee’s stairways are legendary, and 
almost all are considered public sidewalks or 
streets. I climb 75 stairs to meet Bob Klein 
and his partner Jeff Trujillo, owners of the 
Doublejack Guesthouse, where I’m lucky 
enough to stay two nights. It’s worth the 
climb, every time I do it. 

The Doublejack is a stand-alone, one- 
bedroom historic house originally built as a 
miner’s shack (the owners live next door). I, 
of course, fantasize about hot miners who 
used to live there. 

The luxurious Doublejack is far above 
“shack” status—including a living room, 
kitchen, clawfoot bath, and king bed, plus 
a huge private deck with views of the city 
and “B” Mountain on the other side of the 
valley. Bird feeders lure hummingbirds and 
cardinals to join me on the deck during 
morning coffee. Clever touch: my mug coaster 
is an old Levi jeans pocket. 

Bob and Jeff love Bisbee, and know 
everyone in town. They join me for dinner at 


Bella Roma Pizza—where I’m practically 
treated like an old friend by owners Rita 
Shipley and Oliver Searchfield who create 
surprises like a classic Rueben pizza, or even 
Thanksgiving turkey pizza. We chat with a 
lesbian couple who are dining in the window 
seat; everyone’s comfy and friendly. 

It’s hard to not feel comfortable in Bisbee. 
Everyone talks to you. One night I meet a guy 
on the street who strikes up a conversation 
about his own writing project: a book about a 
phone booth. 

I wander into Art Herman’s sculpture 
studio—one of many studios and galleries in 
town—thinking [ll just take a quick look. 
30 minutes later I’ve heard Art’s stories about 
creating racks for wealthy Texas oilmen’s 
cowboy hats, and of his only visit to 
Vancouver: with the U.S. Navy in 1957. I’ve 
been wowed by his gorgeous sculpture of 
Icarus flying into the sun that hangs 
overhead. Unfinished, he tells me. 

At Belleza Gallery I get engrossed in 
conversation about homelessness with Lou 
Anne Sterbick-Nelson, a former lawyer who 
created Bisbee’s women’s shelter, and opened 
the gallery to help support it. In addition toa 
stunning selection of artists, the gallery sells 
Adirondack furniture made by shelter 
residents. In order to improve their lives, Lou 
Anne tells me, people must to have something 
to live for. 
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When I buy a local pomegranate at the 
tiny, pink-painted Mimosa Market, I get 
into conversation with the shop clerk. 
Pomegranates grow wild all around Bisbee, 
but she groans they’re just so hard to peel. 
Au contraire, I tell her. Then the gay 
Canadian tells the straight American how to 
peel a pomegranate in under a minute. She’s 
noticeably shocked. 

And so it goes. Bisbee is as much about 
friendly encounters as beautiful scenery. I ask 
them about them. They ask me about me. 
They ask about life in Canada. I tell them gay 
people can get married in Canada. They tell 
me anything goes in Bisbee. But not gay 
marriage; Arizona’s not yet that liberal. 

One person every traveller should meet is 
Renee Gardner. She and I spend an evening 
walking through dark streets. She teaches me 
about Bisbee’s history by introducing me to 
the town’s ghosts. Renee runs ghost tours 
almost every night of the year, and she knows 
her ghosts. Her stories aren’t spooky, they're 
just downright believable. Enough guests at 


The Details 


Get there: 


Stay: 


www.highdesertmarket.net 


520-732-7325, www.lavenderjeeptours.com 


Queen Plaza, 520-432-7071, www.bisbeemuseum.org 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
High Desert Market & Café, (lunch, gourmet picnic items) 203 Tombstone Canyon, 520-432-6775, | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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the Bisbee Inn have experienced the ghost cat 
in room 23 to validate its existence. Inside 
the magnificent old Copper Queen Hotel (host 
hotel for Bisbee Pride), said to have 16 ghosts, 
Renee and I go to visit her favourite ghost 
outside room 409, a black-cloaked man who 
she has seen on multiple occasions. I hope 
he'll appear to flirt with me. Alas, we don’t 
see him, but the energy in the hallway is 
decidedly unique and the hair stands up on 
the back of my neck. 

Four nights in Bisbee is the perfect 
number. I’ve enjoyed lovely weather. I’ve met 
amazing people. I’ve learned about copper 
mining. I’ve found art and antique bargains. 
Ive eaten sublime food. ve even been for 
dinner across the border in Naco, Mexico. 

While many travel memories come home 
with me, the one that really stands out is this: 
How did Donna, the psychic, know I’m gay? 
Like everyone I met in Bisbee, to me, she’s 
the real deal. And that, I believe, is why gays 
love Bisbee. O 


lM MostU.S. airlines have one-stop service from Canadian cities to Tucson, Bisbee’s closest major airport. A rental 
car will be needed; the drive from Tucson to Bisbee is approximately 150kms through beautiful scenery. From 
Phoenix (nonstop air from Calgary, Vancouver, Edmonton, Winnipeg, & Toronto) the drive is about 300kms. 


™ Doublejack Guesthouse B&B, gay-owned, one room (max 2 guests), 520-559-6708 www.doublejackbisbee.com 
™ Shady Dell Trailer Motel, 1 Douglas Road, 520-432-3567, www.theshadydell.com 


Eat: 

™ Bella Roma Pizza (whatever Oliver's special is, order it!) 9 Naco Road, 520-432- 7662, www.bisbeepizza.com 
™  Santiago’s Mexican Restaurant (try the Zacatecas Combo), 1 Lowell Ave., 520-432-1910 

™ Bisbee Breakfast Club, 75A Erie St., 520-432-5885 

™ Dot's Diner (at the Shady Dell), 520-432-1112 

| 


™ Mimosa Market, picnic supplies, 215 Brewery Ave., 520-432-3256 


Play: 

General visitor info: 866-224-7233, www.discoverbisbee.com 

™@ Bisbee Gay Pride, June 18-20, 2010, www.bisbeepride.com 

™ Work on your glutes-stairways and hiking paths are everywhere, www.bisbee1000.org 

l™@ Psychic Readings, Donna Amalong - The Source Within, 28 Main St., 520-432-2000 

@ ArtHerman Sculpture Studio, 74 Main St, 520-432-3516 

@  Belleza Gallery, 27 Main St., 520-432-5877, www.bellezagallery.org 

@ Sam Poe Gallery, whimsical sculpture, 24 Main St., 520-432-5338, www.sampoegallery.com 

™@ Finders Keepers Antiques, Lesbian-owned, 81 Main St., 520-432-2900, www.fkeepers.com 

™ Lavender Jeep Tours-the only gay thing about it is the colour of the jeep, but the tours are excellent and informative, 


™@ Old Bisbee Ghost Tours, 520-432-3088, www.oldbisbeeghosttour.com 
Bisbee Mining & Historical Museum, excellent history & mining info, a Smithsonian Affiliate Museum, No. 5 Copper | 


™ Queen Mine Tour, includes demonstrations and underground experience, 866-432-2071, www.queenminetour.com | 


~ RANDALL SHIRLEY 


Retro Perfection 
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Photo: Randall Shirley. 


Ever dreamed of making love in a trailer park? 
Bisbee’s Shady Dell Motel is the perfect place. 
The “motel” consists of 11 “Airstream” style 
trailers built during the heyday of the American 
trailer trip: post WWIl-early 6Os. For two nights, 
my trailer is a beautifully restored 1959 Boles 
Aero with ensuite bath! Everything works, 
including a B&W TV with Lucy & Desi movies. 
The bed is comfy, and | “read” myself to sleep 
fantasizing over photos of the hunks in Bisbee 
High School’s 1959 yearbook—even the reading 
materials match my trailer’s year. The property 
is perfect, and assistant manager Ken Grindell 
is a walking encyclopedia of vintage trailer 
information. 


Funky artists and galleries are easy-to 
find in Bisbee. Photo: Randall Shirley. 


Doublejack Guesthouse 
is a stunt enovated 
miner’s. “shack”. Photo: 
Randall Shirley. 
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canadian travel 


6 Unique Gay Sleeps 


When a host says, “make yourself at home,” I love knowing I’m 
in a place where they really mean it. For me, I often get that 
feeling in a gay-owned B&B or inn. Canada has many, but here 
are six that surprise and delight me. ~ Randall Shirley 


@® Inn on the Lake, Whitehorse, Yukon Territory. 


Carson Schiffkorn’s luxurious, custom-built lodge, 35 minutes from 
Whitehorse, YT, is rustic mountain perfection—rough-hewn logs and 
maple and Italian ceramic floors meet haute amenities. Views of 
snowcapped peaks and Marsh Lake remind you that there’s no short-age 
of year-round, recreational options here. Canoe, fish, golf, bike or hike in 
the summer, and do any of them under a midnight sun! Snowmobile, 
dogsled, or simply be mesmerized by the Northern Lights in the winter. 
Or do my favourite combo: soak in a private hot tub with a kick-ass, locally 
brewed Discovery Ale and forget about the world. Then get your hair coiffed 
in the lodge’s lower-level salon, operated by Tony Ciprani. Meals are by a 
slow-cooking expert whose menus feature local foods and, in the summer, 
veggies from the lodge’s own garden*. www.exceptionalplaces.com 


e) Rainbow Lodge, Prince Edward Island. 


Jim Culbert may be one of the friendliest gay B&B hosts you'll 
ever meet, and you'll have no trouble finding his property. Located 
in an old general store on the route between Charlottetown and 
the Nova Scotia ferry, it’s brightly painted in rainbow colours, 
and features homey guest rooms and public spaces that make 
you feel like you're an islander yourself. The country setting makes 
it a comfortable place to sun your buns while overlooking open 
fields in Jim’s backyard. Jim also provides a handful of interesting 
services: massage, tours in a 1931 Chevy, and, if you're looking 
to get married, the guy is a PEI marriage commissioner, too. 
www.gaypei.com 


® Bearfoot Inn, Toronto. 


Owners Glen Boomhour and Jerry Pergolesi are a friendly pair of bears, 
and the B&B they own and operate in Toronto’s Church-Wellesley Gay 
Village is a great place to stay whether you're a bear, an otter, or don’t label 
yourself at all. The Bearfoot is located on a residential street, in a townhouse. 
It’s not super-themed—the most bearish aspects are the stuffed bears on 
each bed and the owners. The highlight is the super-friendly hosts—but 
you'll also enjoy a small gym and a “soft heat” sauna—features rarely found 
at a B&B. www.bearfootinn.com 
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~ RANDALL SHIRLEY 


4 | Pradera House, Dinsmore, Saskatchewan. 


Any gay traveller wanting a true family-style, rural experience in 
the heart of the Prairies (and I’m not kidding about that) should 
plan a night or two with Vernon Scarff and Gary Guerette. Gary is 
a fisherman, so take your gear if that’s your thing (don’t worry, he'll 
scare some up if you don’t) and you can cast your line in search of 
walleye, trout, pike, and jackfish. Vernon is a hairdresser who can 
fix your do if you fall in the water while fishing. You won't go hungry 
staying with these guys: Gary is a Red Seal certified chef. 
www.praderahouse.com 


Le Chateau du Faubourg, Québec City. 


Tucked along rue St-Jean just outside the old city walls, this 
lovingly restored chateau is among the planet’s most-unique 
B&Bs. The gay owner has “restored” this home to a style he 
calls “second empire Napoleon III.” It’s over-the-top with gilding 
and glitz, chandeliers and chintz. It’s dazzling. 


When I’ve visited Versailles and other grand chateaux in 
France, I dreamed of jumping across the ropes and diving onto 
the gilded-arm couches and chairs, or drinking from the ornate 
china tea cups—the Faubourg makes that dream a reality. It 
looks fussy, but strangely doesn’t feel fussy. The breakfasts are 
excellent, with eggs cooked to order, French-press coffee, and 
freshly baked croissants. The guest rooms include two stunning 
suites and a “library” with a Murphy bed. Magnifique! Request 
the gold room. www.lechateaudufaubourg.com 


Valhalla Sleeping Units, Salt Spring Island, 
British Columbia. 


This unusual option is perfectly suited to the laid-back 
vibe of its home island. Owners Lore Schmidts and Kenn 
Moffatt have scattered a collection of one-room cottages 
across a hillside, and priced them so low that you could 
likely afford to stay a month-or more. There’s a catch: 
the cottages are basically a step up from camping, and 
share a composting outhouse and no showers (they can 
recommend places for you to skinny dip in a lake or to 
shower in town). With the money you save, snag one of 
Schmidts’ paintings; his studio is on-site, and he’s a 
talented artist with distinct style. 
www.valhallasleepingunits.com 


Bonus Spot: See our story, “Two Damn Haute” in the September, 2009, issue of Outlooks for details on Montréal’s magical La Loggia Art & Breakfast. 
*Whitehorse info courtesy Canadian Tourism Commission; modified from the original. 
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Illustration: Perry Mah 


For many, traveling 
used to force a break 
in a daily exercise 
routine, increasing 
the chance of a 
dreaded muffin-top 
or worse. Now, more 
of the major hotels 
are stepping up to 
meet their health 
conscious clients’ 
needs to work out, 
providing state- 
of-the-art gym 
facilities. We take 

a look at some of 

the finest amenities 
available, and how 
they are helping both 
business and leisure 
guests opt out of the 
typical dinner and 


cocktails regime in favor 
of working up a sweat. 


SOMETIMES THE BEST 
WAY TO GET IN SHAPE 
Is TO GET OUT OF TOWN! 
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Pumping tt up... 
J-Siar Gyms 


~ ALLISON WEISS ENTREKIN 


At Miami’s Gansevoort South, travelers can use the hotel’s 
ultra-trendy David Barton Gym and work out with the city’s 
buff and beautiful. 


David Barton Gym & Spa at 
Miami’s Gansevoort South Hotel 
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aury Brochstein has one 
requirement when he 
travels—he needs to stay 
somewhere with great 
fitness amenities. As the 
owner of a company that exports percussion 
accessories around the globe, he’s away from 
his home in Boulder, Colorado, almost half 
the year, and he often has no choice but to 
exercise on the road. That’s why, every time 
he’s in Houston, Texas, he stays at The 
Houstonian, a luxury hotel that boasts a jaw- 
dropping, 125,000-square foot gym and more 
than 145 group-exercise classes a week. 

“It’s stressful enough traveling so 
frequently; so when you have such an 
awesome fitness facility like The Houstonian 
does, it enables me to relax and be ready for 
my hectic schedule,” Brochstein says. 

Brochstein is a fan of The Houstonian’s 
spin classes and yoga sessions; but its gym 
also features a 20-foot rock-climbing wall, 
more than 250 exercise machines, an indoor 
and outdoor track, on-site nutritionists and 
a café that serves low calorie fare. While 
locals have to pay a $24,000 initiation fee to 
use the club, Brochstein gets in free because 
he’s a guest of the hotel. “That’s why it’s such 
a perk to stay at The Houstonian,” Hotel 
Manager Steve Fronterhouse says. 

And it’s one that guests take advantage of. 
Fronterhouse says the hotel’s gym is usually 
packed with business and leisure travelers— 
especially in January, when weight-loss 
resolutions are at the top of many minds. 
“Our fitness facility is a major point of 
attraction for health-conscious guests,” he 
says. 

As hotels like The Houstonian raise 
expectations for fitness amenities, it’s 
becoming even more likely that guests will 
take advantage of them. More than 50 
percent of today’s hotel guests are likely to 
use a property’s gym or fitness programs, 
according to Jean Francois Mourier, 
founder of a hotel sales and revenue 
management firm—RevPar Guru—and a 
frequent consultant to the hotel industry. 
Based on this statistic, Mourier says, “I think 
we're probably going to go into the 60 or 70 
percent range in the future.” 

This fitness-minded majority will expect 
far more than a cramped room with a 
treadmill and a TV, and they'll scoff at a hotel 
that which hands out neighbourhood maps 
without also offering guided jogs through the 
area. According to a study by Lieberman 
Research Worldwide, 59 percent of travelers 
consider a hotel’s fitness amenities an 
important factor in their choice of where to 
stay—that’s why hotels like the Houstonian 
are beefing up their gyms and getting creative 
with their fitness programs to impress their 
health-conscious guests. “It’s all about 
creating a buzz and getting any edge they can 
today,” says Glenn Colarossi, who has helped 
develop workout programs for hotel groups 


& 
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The Houstonian, Ho 
me yy” 


Sanctuary,on Camelback Mountain Resort and Spa, Phoenix, Arizona 


like Four Seasons and Starwood Hotels and 
Resorts, and who serves as president of 
hospitality for equipment manufacturer 
Cybex International, Inc. 

Just ask New Jersey resident Colleen 
Seise, who can’t stop swooning over the 
Westin Jersey City. Seise trains for several 
marathons a year; so when she travels, she 
says, “Not getting a run in isn’t an option.” 
During a recent stay at the Westin Jersey 
City, she took advantage of a program that 
is custom-made for enthusiasts like her: 
Guided runs led by the property’s running 
concierge Dawn Waters. “It helped me get a 
run in around an area I’m not familiar with,” 
says Seise, who adds, “It was fun having the 


concierge with us, and he pointed out 
historical facts and facts about the city in 
general. I loved it.” 

That’s the kind of feedback Waters likes 
to hear. He designed the 3.5-mile running 
course so that it would showcase the best of 
Jersey City—the historic Paulus Hook 
neighborhood, the 50-foot Colgate Clock, the 
Hudson River and views of lower Manhattan 
and the Statue of Liberty. Guests can run at 
their own pace, learn about the area and 
never once worry about getting lost. “Having 
someone like me along gives you a kind of 
comfort zone. I give people the motivation to 
continue with their exercise programs,” says 
Waters, who tries to encourage guests to run, 
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no matter how tired they are or how 
foreboding the clouds look. 

Another hotel creating a buzz with its 
fitness amenities is Phoenix’s Sanctuary on 
Camelback Mountain Resort and Spa, which 
recently hired Olympic Gold Medalist Misty 
Hyman as its on-site swim instructor. (The 
gym also offers Pilates, meditation, yoga and 
nutrition consultations.) A sports legend since 
winning the 200-metre butterfly in the 2000 
Olympics in Sydney, Hyman now offers her 
expertise to guests who want to wow their 
friends during their next sprint triathlons. 
For $125, guests can spend an hour training 
with one of their heroes. “I like to help people 
swim better and make it fun, and hey, if you 


Westin, Jersey City 


want to go home and say you took swim 
lessons from a gold medalist, that’s a pretty 
good souvenir,” she says. 

At Miami’s Gansevoort South, travelers 
can use the hotel’s ultra-trendy David Barton 
Gym and work out with the city’s buff and 
beautiful. This isn’t your grandfather’s hotel 
gym: With hand-laid mosaic flooring, a 
30-foot domed glass ceiling and rotating DJs 
mixing beats, it’s part fitness facility, part 
lounge and all Miami heat. Group-fitness 
classes include “Steam” (an extreme strength- 
training class) and “Junk” (80 minutes for 
that gluteus maximus). There are also ten 
types of yoga and two full floors of cardio 
equipment. Oh, and forget body odors—the 


gym is pumped with air that smells like green 
tea. “People love that it doesn’t smell or look 
like a normal gym,” says Ilan Segal, the 
hotel’s managing director. 

Colarossi says that sentiment is only 
natural. After all, if you’re staying at a hotel 
whose lobby, guest suites and restaurants 
exude a cool, modern vibe, you don’t expect 
the funk to stop at the gym door. “The idea is 
for a hotel’s fitness facility to emulate the rest 
of the hotel,” Colarossi says. “And it can’t just 
have a well-outfitted gym—even the design 
has to be inviting.” 

While some hotels try to make exercise hip, 
others are helping to make it easy. At 
Fairmont Hotels and Resorts, members of 
Fairmont President’s Club can leave their 
bulky sneakers and workout gear at home— 
the hotel will provide Adidas shoes and 
exercise clothes. Once Fairmont has amended 
a guest’s personal travel profile with his or 
her size and preferred styles, the President’s 
Club member will have brand new workout 
duds waiting each time he or she stays at a 
Fairmont hotel. Members will also receive 
MP3 players loaded with hundreds of upbeat 
tunes, and mats and stretch bands to aid in 
their cool-down times. 

With all the emphasis many hotels have 
placed on fitness, people like Brochstein say 
finding a great place to stay—and stay fit— 
is becoming easier. “Whenever I book a hotel 
anywhere I travel in the world, really, the 
first thing I’m looking at is what kind of 
fitness centre they have,” he says. “I definitely 
appreciate having more choices.” O 


The Details 


® The Houstonian 
111 North Post Oak Ln, Houston 
713-680-2626 
www.houstonian.com 


® Sanctuary on Camelback Mountain 
Resort and Spa 
5700 E McDonald Dr, Paradise Valley 
(14 miles from Phoenix Sky Harbor 
International Airport) 
480-948-2100 
www.sanctuaryoncamelback.com 
Westin Jersey City 
479 Washington Blvd 
Jersey City, NJ (16 miles from 
LaGuardia Airport) 
201-626-2900 
www.starwoodhotels.com 
Fairmont Hotels and Resorts 
800-257-7544 
www.fairmont.com 
M Gansevoort South 
2377 Collins Ave, Miami Beach 
305-604-1000 
www.gansevoortsouth.com 
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travel news ~ RANDALL SHIRLEY 


For Jazzy Queens Attention Spa Whores 
Cunard Line has announced that musicians 
from New York’s vaunted Juilliard School of 
Music will present jazz performances on 
select 2010 eastbound transatlantic 
crossings aboard gay-fave ship Queen 


| 

| Ever wish you could find an all-you-can-spa place— 
| 

| 

| Mary 2. Students and faculty from Juilliard, 

I 

| 

| 

| 

| 


| 
| 
| pay one price, spa all day? We’ve yet to find a spot in 
| Canada that offers it—but if you don’t mind crossing 
l the US border, you can indulge in such decadence at 
The Resort at The Mountain near Mt. Hood, Oregon (starting 
| at $499/day/single including hotel, www.TheResort.com), 
which has set America’s standard for | or the Mayflower Resort near Washington, Connecticut 
l (starting from just US $4,800 for three nights, 
www.mayflowerinn.com), or fly to the UK and enjoy Glasgow, 
| Scotland’s $670/unlimted packages at Medespas 
| (www.medespa.com). Book quickly—these deals change. 
| 


education in the performing arts, will per- 
form in the ship’s Royal Court Theatre, 
treating guests to the best in classic and 
contemporary jazz. www.cunard.com. 


| Ae 


| Porter Turned Three! 


Porter Airlines celebrated its third i i 
anniversary in late October. The airli 
| flights and offers 11 destinations in Canada and the U.S ure 


| even take them to tiny, gay-friendly Mont Tremblant for aroma 


ken some 32,000 | 
During the winter season you can | 
ntic ski getaway! www.flyporter.com | 


“N ; we at ge 

= _ Getting around by bike is finally 
Baggage Fees Fly Higher and Higher | catching on in North American cities. 
But if you’re like us, you probably 
don’t feel like taking your own bike 
if you’re flying around the continent. 
A new website makes it easy to pre- 
book a bike in many gay-popular cities, 
including San Francisco, San Diego, 
Ottawa, Vancouver, Québec City, 
Chicago, Boston, New York, and more. 
See www.rentabikenow.com. 


We’re generally big fans of low airfares-and often it seems that flying | 
the US carriers is cheaper to the States than flying Air Canada or Westet. 
Not so fast—almost every US carrier will hit you with a fee for the first 
checked bag. Delta is highest, and they're blurring the border with | 
this website statement, “Canada is now considered part of the US 
area for baggage purposes 
and will be subject to the 
same fees.” Ouch! North 


American airlines that still 
offer first bag free (at press Meanwhile, Montréal continues to 


time) include Air Canada, | prove how cool it is with its astonishing 


WestJet, JetBlue, and BIXI “public bike” system. Your editor 
Southwest. To find out what tried it out last summer—it beat the 
your baggage allowance is, hell out of taxi fees and confusing 


an excellent resource is: buses. www. bixi.com. 
www.luggagelimits.com. | 
"Gee Ge ewe) a ee eee ee i TEA ath rar Na 
ee | Where’s YOUR Favourite 
. | Gay Destination? 


Let’s make a Deal!? 
| Don’t forget to tell us about your favourite 
| gay travel destinations in the 50 Gayest Places 


| 

| 

| 

Seventy four percent of North Americans say they'll only | 
| survey—the results of this unique survey will | 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


take a vacation in 2010 if they find a great deal, 
according to the deal-finding website Travelzoo.com. 


| 

| 

| 

| be released next December in Outlooks’ 
| Experts at the site have announced five areas they think 

| 

| 

| 

| 


double edition. You’ll see this graphic at 
| www.outlooks.ca, Click it to go to the survey. 


CAVEST 


will offer “excellent travel value.” They include Caribbean 
by Cruise (which could go for under $50/night), Central 
America, China, Las Vegas and South Africa. For more 
info on their predictions and methodology, see or visit 
www.travelzoo.com/destinations/2010. 
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PSGAYTRAVEL.COM 


OUTLOOKS | February 2010 | outlooks.ca 37 


24 Poolside Rooms 
24 Hour Pool & Jacuzzi 
Gym On Site 
Free Guest Internet Stations 
Property-wide Wireless Internet Access 


Clothing is forever optional 


545 Warm Sands Drive 
Palm Springs, CA 92264 
800-962-0186 
www.innexile.com 


Inn Exile is entirely gated, and located on 2'* acres ina 
modern Southwest setting. The atmosphere couldn't be more 
inviting. With 4 Pools, there is a place to splash around 
everywhere you look. The Billiard Room, The Gang Way, or 
the Lap Top Lounge are a great way to pass the time with new 
friends. After your workout in the fully equipped gymnasium, 
choose one of the Jacuzzis, or perhaps the steam room to 
relax, recharge, or even invigorate. Days may be spent in the i 
Sun, but the Outdoor Fireplace after Sunset, seems to call to § 
everyone. Remember, at Inn Exile, clothing is always 
optional. 


memncs Vista Grande Resorts 
4 nen ey" oe 


ATRIUM 
GARDEN 
APARTMENTS 


4 


www. mirage4men.com 
800.669.1069 * 760.322.2404 
mirage4men@aol.com 


574 Warm Sands Drive 


Where imagination ends & fantasp begins Palm Springs, CA 92264 
.S - c c 


DISCOVER THE 
TRIANGLE 


PALM SPRINGS 


THE CLOTHING OPTIONAL RESORT FOR MEN 


The Triangle Inn Palm Springs 
555 East San Lorenzo Road 
Palm Springs, CA 92264 
800-732-7555 * 760-322-7993 
www.triangle-inn.com 


Romantic and relaxing or fun and frisky. At the Triangle Inn Palm Springs, 
the choice is yours. Our award-winning Palm Springs resort for men is a feast 
for all your senses, with a special flair for Southern (California) Hospitality. 


Escape to the privacy of our unique walled compound 
where clothing is always optional, and fun is a way Of life! 
Discover our lush tropical gardens, sparkling swimming 
pool, soothing jacuzzi, outdoor misting system, large 
sundecks, and spectacular mountain views—all just a 
block off world-famous Palm Canyon Drive. 


CAMP 
PALM ° 


SPRINGS 


If you are looking to get away to the desert this is the 
place. The weather is good, the men and the jacuzzi are 
hot, the pool is cool, the days are lazy, and the nights are 
fun. Camp Palm Springs is one of the hottest clothing- 
optional gay resorts in the Palm Springs area. 


29 rooms with single king or two queen beds 
All with private bathroom, shower, telephone, 
TV, VCR & DVD player 

Free Wireless Internet 

In-Room Digital Safes 

Free Continental Breakfast 

Olympic-size heated swimming pool 

16 Man Spa 
Steam Room 

Community Room 

Day and night passes, lockers 


Mention Outlooks for 10% discount 


Camp Palm Springs m 1466 North Palm Canyon Drive, Palm Springs, CA 92262 
1-800-793-0063 m cpsreservations@aol.com # www.camp-palm-springs.com 


Sophisticated Luxury '* 
Exceptional Value 


Luxury Boutique Hotel for 
Gay Men, Lesbians and Friends 


PUERTO VALLARTA 


Worldwide. 


Your source for gay & gay friendly 
destinations, travel industry 
businesses, online auctions for 


fabulous gay travel packages & more! 
f 
| 


| 


t 
International Gay & Lesbian Travel Association 


vwwidgltaorg 


The Largest Clothing Optional 
Gay Men's Resort in So. Cal 


Presidents Day Weekend: 
Sat. Feb. 13" 
3:00 PM 


; 


Pool Party 
Live Performances 
Drag Show 
& Much More 


RESORT PASSES AVAILABLE 24/7 
JUST $13 ON WEDNESDAYS 


, 
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In that chaos that will be the Vancouver 
International Airport over the next few 
weeks, there will be a few good men and 
women trying to make visitors’ first 
impression of Vancouver a pleasurable one. 
One of those mighty volunteers, undoubtedly 
chosen for his exuberant personality and 
perma-grin, is Eddie Tantay: Accreditation 
Team Leader. 

Tantay will be heading up a group of 428 
people who will greet athletes, officials, media 
and others as they arrive, and provide them 
with their accreditation. But they aren’t 
getting only badges this year. Each person 
will be given a specially coded pass that will 
grant them access to the venues they need to 
be at-and only those venues. 

“Preparing for this small part of the games 
has taken two years. It’s a lot of work because 
security gets tighter with each Olympics,” 
says Tantay, who is no stranger to high-tech 
in his full-time job as a technology specialist 
at TELUS. 

“They need people who understand 
security and computers, and I’m thrilled to 
be a part of it,” he says with a big smile. But, 
behind that kind exterior lies his hard-assed 
side. He is one who has even turned away 
celebrities who didn’t have the proper 
accreditation. 

“If the Queen were coming to an event and 
she didn’t have the proper accreditation, she 
wouldn’t be getting in—and I’ve dealt with a 
lot of queens.” Tantay further explained that, 
when visitors arrive to collect their 
accreditation, they are told to treat it like 
their bible, because, in the past, athletes have 
been denied access to venues without it. “All 
of them must read the rules and sign before 
they receive their kit.” 

It’s not all work and no play for the 
decorated Olympic volunteer, however, which 
is why he’s lent a hand at the games since he 
danced with Heidi and Howdy at the 1988 


opening ceremonies in Calgary. He worked 
at a similar post in accreditation during the 
Sydney summer Olympics in 2000, and is 
already looking to get involved at the London 
summer games in 2012 and the Russian 
winter games in 2014. 

Tantay flies in and out of Vancouver from 
Calgary on his own dime—but offsets his 
expenses by staying with friends and family 
while there—an expense that he says is well 
worth it. “It’s one of the most unforgettable 
things to be involved in because you meet so 
many interesting people. I’ve made friends 
from all over the world,” he explains. “And 
there are lots of men—it’s fabulous.” 

Tantay has met a few gay athletes in his 
time, mostly figures skaters, and more than 
a few closeted ones who have sent his gaydar 
chiming louder than a starting whistle. “I’ve 
had some nice dinners with people I’ve met 
at the Olympics. When they're competing, 
they are very focused—but when they’re done, 
they turn into animals.” 

One place where he may celebrate with his 
new friends will be PRIDE House at the 
Whistler Village, the first ever GLBT meeting 
place at any Olympic games, although getting 
in and out of Whistler is a bit of a concern. “I 
have a few days off; but I can’t risk getting 
stuck up in Whistler.” 

Tantay was set to leave for Vancouver on 
January 30, and will be there for the duration 
of the Olympics and Paralympics (approx- 
imately two months). A man with the inside 
track, he has already been to dress rehearsals 
for the opening ceremonies and will be at the 
full dress rehearsal on February 10. 

Try as we might, he was extremely tight- 
lipped about what we could expect at the 
opening ceremonies, only saying that there 
would be an amazing show and a lot of 
dignitaries and royalty—let’s hope they have 
all their accreditation. O 
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looks ~ LINCOLN PHILLIP 


Love will conquer all... 


...ut how much do you love and what are you 
willing to conquer? As we are reminded of the 
WINNER BEST ACTOR COLIN FIRTH VENICE FILM FESTIVAL most popular expression of love this month, 
we decided to skip the sappy commercialized 
romances and take a look at other forms of 
love that are mightier than Cupid’s arrow. 


Tom Ford’s film debut A Single Man, is based 
on the Christopher Isherwood novel of the 
same name. A Single Man is the story of 
George Falconer (played by Colin Firth) a 
middle-aged British college professor who has 
struggled to find meaning in his life since the 
sudden death eight months earlier of his long 
time partner, Jim (played by Matthew Goode). 
Under Ford’s guidance, along with the creators 
of the TV series Mad Men, the film takes a 
well styled approach of 1962, where every 
character will be a fashion influence for Spring 
2010. Check out our trends section to get 
inspired for the season ahead and see which 
character’s style works for you. 


With the New Year, we all realize that we’ll be 
a year older. For some of us, who want to be a 
perfect 10 for 2010, cosmetic surgery seems 
to be the answer. Now, we are not encouraging 
you to get hooked on the knife, like Heidi 
Montag—10 treatments in a day is extreme— 
but read what your peers had to say about 
getting a little nip or tuck to maintain their 


COLIN FIRTH JULIANNE MOORE 


A SINGLE MAN 


A FILM BY TOM FORD youth and beauty. 


To help you stay motivated with your fitness 
regime and get that sexy body of yours ready 
for summer—we’ve got some inspiring workout 
gear by Andrew Christian and Aussie Bum. 


Happy Valentines Day! 
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Image courtesy of Allia 


Tailored to a T oad 
The Classics Redefined 


Tom Ford's A Single Manis a highly stylized flick set in an era when 
one dressed just to go for groceries. There’s nothing campy about 
the little black dress, a tailored suit or Way Fare frames, because 
they are classics that look good on everyone—at any age. Spring 
2010 is all about updated classics, in bold colours and new prints 
to look modern and savvy. 


Nicholas Hoult - Get His Look 


Attitude Sunglasses by Louis Vuitton (vuitton.com or 1-866-vuitton) 
Asher Penny Loafers by Banana Republic 

Outfits by Philip Sparks 

Straw Fedora by H&M 

Jeans by H&M 
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trends Julianne Moore - Get Her Look 


Soupcon Oversized sunglasses by Louis Vuitton (vuitton.com or 1-866-vuitton) 
Chrono Classic Ladies Diamond Watch by Victorinox Swiss Army 

Stripe dress by H&M 

Necklace by H&M 

Aden pump by Banana Republic 
Rings by H&M 
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Colin Firth - Get His Look 


Shirt and Jacket by Lacoste 

Champs Elysees Cuff Links and Prestige Tie 
by Louis Vuitton (vuitton.com or 1-866-vuitton) 
Shoes by H&M 


Image courtesy of Alliance Films 
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it at spas, health clubs, the doctor’s office and 

the list goes on. The middle-aged gay man loves 
it, the “twinks” make fun of it, and now those more 
well-heeled boys in their 20s are doing it as 
preventative skin care. 

Welcome to the new age of the Botox craze— 
no longer just for the socialites, actors, and trophy 
wives (or husbands). The scoop on Botox 
injections is that they are no longer only for the 
mature client. And, here’s where the 20s 
phenomena comes in: Experts are now saying that 
receiving Botox injections in your mid 20s may 
prevent wrinkles from forming—ever. 

“I think the idea of Botox can be very alluring, 
especially for younger men, because getting it 
done early means wrinkle lines may never form”, 
says Alison Neumer, contributor for Chicago 
Tribune. 

Botox paralyzes facial muscles preventing 
them from creating the move-ments needed to 
create wrinkles. If someone in their 20s begins 
Botox treatments, the Botox is then a preventative 
solution, rather than a corrective treatment. Active 


t’s everywhere...it’s everywhere. You can find 


Cris Chan - Nothing says 
“youthful” like a youthful 
outlook. | find that getting 
a good night’s sleep really 
helps reduce bags under 
my eyes, and taking good 
care of my skin has made 
a big difference. Not smoking also helps. When | decide 
not to have a moustache or beard, my friends mention 
how much younger | look. While being young inside is 
helpful, nothing says “old” as strongly as a guy who acts 
and dresses years younger than his age. 


On cosmetic enhancements: 
| tried Botox a couple of years ago. In retrospect, | don’t 
think | really needed it. It didn’t make that much of a 


Youth by Legal Injection 


wrinkles are caused by facial expressions such as 
smiling. The repetition causes wrinkles to form— 
but if you can stop your smile from causing 
creases on your face early on, you are delaying 
the onset of aging. 

According to some experts and newer research, 
the paralysis of the facial muscles, over a long 
period of time, can actually cause the muscles to 
fade away, making the results of the early 
treatments permanent. 

The bottom line is that Botox may in fact be an 
effective tool in taking a proactive approach to 
aging—but it also raises questions on how young 
is too young to start—and the potential health risks 
of young men injecting themselves with toxins 
over a long period of time. 

And, you have to remember that Botox isn’t 
permanent by any means. Most recipients need 
to come in every three to six months to keep the 
lines from reforming. So, if a young guy starts 
receiving injections at age 25, and keeps the 
regiment up, it becomes a lot of maintenance and 
a lot of toxins being injected. 

Now, before the word “toxins” scares you off 
completely, remember this—there are many, many 
treatments, medicines, and even foods that also 
contain a multitude of toxins. Those toxins, not 
unlike Botox, if taken or used in recommended or 
limited amounts, will not kill us. 

Research does show that there have been a 
few deaths reported after some having recently 
received injections, but when compared to the 
total number of injections given in North America 
over a one-year period, many over-the-counter 
medicines have worse track records. And, there 
are clearly some existing medical conditions that 
you might have that would not make you a good 
candidate for Botox. So, just make sure that you 
ask your doctor prior to receiving any treatments. 

Now, as for men in their 40s and beyond, if you 
want to knock some years off of your looks, 
without undergoing the knife, then Botox and 
fillers can do the trick nicely—probably a couple 
times a year. It’s also great for a quick fix for a 


Reader Survey - A Perfect 10 


Do you prefer maintaining your beauty naturally? Or would you 
go under the knife for a little nip and tuck? 


difference, except for my facial expressions. | think 
cosmetic procedures are great if you know what 
you're doing. Sometimes people, including myself, 
think they need more than they do. If it makes you 
feel better about yourself, then great, but asking 
for feedback from friends—before repeatedly 
altering yourself to the point of Madonna or Cher— 
would probably be wise. 


Wanting to recapture your youth with cosmetic 
procedures is different from wanting to look like 
somebody else. If you just want to return to your 
days of glory, then more power to you—but if you 
were never really happy with your looks—you 
probably still won't either after the surgery. 


BEFORE 


AFTER 


special occasion or, let’s not forget, a reunion with 
your ex of many years. Suggestion would be to 
start about four weeks out so the results have 
completely taken effect. That, and occasionally, 
there may be a bit of bruising as a result of the 
treatments. 

And so the regiment begins: Botox in your 20s 
or 30s, an eye tuck in your 40s, and maybe even 
a full lift at some point after that. 

Let’s face it—looking younger for longer is what 
the majority of gay menwant today. No one wants 
to age gracefully anymore. And why should you 
have to? O 


Rejuvenate Regenerate Radiate 


Re-balancing body, soul and mind 
using the latest in anti-aging technology 
and making aging optional. 


UltraShape-fat 
reduction and body 
contouring 


Thermage 
Cellulite treatment 


Scar / Stretch Mark 
reduction 


Skin Tightening 
Sun Age reduction 
Sclerotherapy 
Laser Vein treatment 
Skin Tag removal 
Restylane 
Botox 


Juvaderm 
Teosyal 
Chemical Peels 
Obaji Skin Care 
Massage (RMT) 
Manicures & Pedicures 


othe 


Ghivee 
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Shiva Medi-Spa & Esthetics 
116, 330 5th Ave SW Calgary, AB 


403.508.1820 


www.shivamedispa.com 


Work it Out a. 


Gym gear to get you 
pumped for Spring 


Photos courtesy of Annabel Matthews 
Clothing available at aussiebum.com 


STRIVING TO BE THE BEST PART OF YOUR DAY. 


—,2010.NISSAN ROGUE 


LEASE FOR 39 MONTHS @ 1.9% 


FEATURE / SERVICE BRASSO NISSAN OTHERS 


NUMBER OF NO CHARGE 
SERVICE LOANERS AVAILABLE i ] 
(YOU PAY THE GAS ONLY) = 
EXTERIOR WASH WITH EVERY YES > 
SERVICE (WEATHER PERMITTING) # 
SERVICE DRIVE-THRU Y E — > 
(TO KEEP YOU OUT OF THE WEATHER) 4 
VALET SERVICE 
(SO YOU DON’T HAVE TO GO YY E & i ] 
FIND YOUR CAR) = 


aol 

WILLINGNESS TO DO PAYMENT QUOTES ? 
WILLINGNESS TO DO TRADE APPRAISALS ? 
WILLINGNESS TO DO TEST DRIVES YES i 


CALGARY AUTO MALL- DEERFOOT & GLENMORE 
WWW.BRASSONISSAN.COM 403-253-5555 


Victory 


~ JASON KRELL 


“The most important thing in the 
Olympic Games is not to win but to 
take part, just as the most important 
thing in life is not the triumph but 
the struggle. The essential thing is 
not to have conquered but to have 
fought well.” ~ The Olympic Creed 
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GLBT athletes, coaches, families, fans and allies will have a place to call 
their own at the upcoming winter Olympics in Whistler. PRIDE House will 
open its doors at the Pan Pacific Hotel for the duration of the Olympics 
and it promises to be the queer hot spot on the mountain this winter. Similar 
to the national pavilions that pop up, like Canada House or the massive 
Holland House (sponsored by Heineken), PRIDE House will be a hip lounge 
where visitors socialize, watch the games, have a drink and celebrate. 


The first of its kind at any Olympics, the organizers of PRIDE House is 
hopeful that a similar venue will be planned for the 2012 Summer Olympics 
in London, England, and the 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi, Russia. 


Watching over PRIDE House will stand Slapshotolus, a muscled, nude, 
bronzed statue of a hockey player with a twenty-first century makeover 
and a modern face. Slapshotolus is described, as “A symbolic expression 
of the conceptual ideal that one who lives a noble life does not require 
protection, does not need to cover, because there is nothing to hide, no 
ulterior motives, nothing to be ashamed of.” 


In a Pleasant World 
Terra Cotta Sculpture 
2007 


Wee Willie 
Bronze Sculpture 
2009 


Edmund Haakonson 


“I’ve always been fascinated with history and 
cultures of the past and connecting the ideals 
from other cultures to our own,” says Edmund 
Haakonson, the Edmonton-based painter and 
sculptor who dreamed up Slapshotolus six 
years ago. 

“A hockey player was the obvious choice 
because it’s the quintessential Canadian winter 
sport.” An Edmonton Oilers fan himself, 
Haakonson was also inspired by the intense 
energy that he feels at a game. 

He also admits that he created the piece with 
intentional humour. “There is something of the 
absurd in a hockey player’s wearing only skates, 
gloves and helmet, especially for anyone who has 
actually played hockey.” 

Slapshotolus, an amusing name playing off 
traditional Greek mythology, is a tip of the hat to 
our Canadian humour and love of satirical shows 
like “The Royal Canadian Air Farce.” In his artist 


Jon M 2009 
Oil on Wood Block 
2009 


Geoffe With Sapphires 
Oil on Canvas Painting 
2009 


statement, he writes, “Competition was in the 
nude, in part, because, to the ancient Greeks, a 
well-proportioned human body signified a 
closeness to the gods. Physical beauty was an 
indication of, or could attract, divine favour. In 
artwork, physical beauty was used as a visual 
symbol of the abstract concepts of high and 
noble philosophical ideals. Nude = naked truth, if 
you will.” 

The piece—which was created with the help of 
a grant from the Canada Council for the Arts—was 
receiving extensive buzz online from the GLBT and 
mainstream media before it was even installed 
at PRIDE House. “It’s all still very surreal, still at 
this point.” 

Haakonson began painting when he was just 
nine years old and never stopped. He described 
being in high school and having to start making 
life and career choices and not knowing anything 
else that would make him happy. He received his 
Bachelor of Fine Arts from the University of Alberta 
and has since participated in dozens of solo and 
group exhibitions. 

It was in university that he was first introduced 
to working with live nude models, a common 
thread in his work and something that has 
become enormously valuable to his process. “The 
quality of the work that | get when | use a live 
model is very different than when | work from 


photos. There’s an energy that goes back and 
forth between the model and me. It’s a 
relationship that translates into the work.” 

The human body is Haakonson’s greatest 
inspiration, something he believes is an expression 
of what’s on the inside. “Because I’m a visual artist, 
the language | work in is pictures and sculptures. 
For me the human form is a representation of 
the potential of each human creature.” 

Having created fine art in several media, he 
finds that sculpture has always been a fascination. 
He grew up reading about famous sculpture in 
history and, after sculpting seriously for the first 
time in university, he was hooked. “The sculpting 
process is very intuitive, where painting is more 
cerebral. It’s common for me to loose myself when 
I'm sculpting. It’s amazing.” 

Although his work features predominantly nude 
males, he shies away from the term homoerotic. 
“In my mind, | don’t even consider my work gay- 
oriented. What I’m expressing is my aesthetic, 
which is obviously gay because that’s who | am; 
but | try to avoid terms that limit my work.” 

Now, with the prospect that Slapshotolus is to 
take the spotlight in Whistler, Haakonson’s work 
sees no limit. “It’s a huge honour to think that my 
work will be a part of this historic Olympic moment. 
This has all happened so fast that | haven’t 
absorbed it quite yet.” O 


Shane F 2009 
Oil on Wood Block 
2009 


Triton 
Terra Cotta Sculpture 
2008 


For more information on Edmund Haakonson and to view his other work, visit www.eahaakonson.com. 
Slapshotolus will stand tall at PRIDE House at the Pan Pacific Whistler Village Centre. 


—_—-* 


“A symbolic expression of the conceptual ideal that one who lives a noble life 
does not require protection, does not need to cover, because there is nothing 
to hide, no ulterior motives, nothing to be ashamed of.” 


Slapshotolus—who better to stand watch over PRIDE House 
at the 2010 Olympics! 


Slapshotolus (back view) 
- Olympic Bronze Sculpture 
2009 


Canada’s sexy 
SINGING Sensation 


here should be no doubt in anyone’s mind that master 
crooner Matt Dusk possesses an outstanding talent, 
considering this very handsome multi-tasker —singer, 
songwriter, producer, arranger— nabbed a gold album 
with his first major label CD release titled, “Two Shots,” 
and also sent the instantly likeable song “All About Me” to the top of 
the adult contemporary charts. As well, Matt registered a number 
one hit in Japan with his seductive single “Back in Town,” making 
him the first male jazz singer to reach such a lofty height. And, unless 
your eyesight is severely impaired, it takes only a cursory glance at 
the cover of his latest CD release “Good News” to spot an effortlessly 
cool and confident sophistication, offset by an incredibly hot-looking 
appearance which results in a “the name is Dusk...Matt Dusk” type of 


appreciation. Not too shabby so far, huh? 


But wait—there’s more! Matt’s success as 
an expert interpreter of the standards is 
well-earned. But he is no slave to convention 
either. For, although he has the utmost 
respect for the smooth crooners and cool, 
swinging hipsters of yesteryear—Dean 
Martin, Dick Haymes, Harry Belafonte, 
Frank Sinatra, Perry Como, Nat “King” Cole, 
Bing Crosby, etc.—his ear is not a slave to 
the same old, same old. Instead, his 
adventurous spirit and immense talents have 
him stepping out of those giants’ shadows 
into an edgier blending of jazz, contemporary 
pop and international beats, providing an 
exuberantly fresh and welcome twist for the 
listener. And so, utilizing this dynamic and 
innovative approach, Matt makes his new 
material sound as playful and familiar as the 
best loved oldies. These diverse musical 
explorations are most evident on his critically 
acclaimed CD “Good News” which has also 
met with rapturous approval from his fans. 
And that ain’t chopped liver! 

I recently had such a great time 
interviewing Matt by phone that I honestly 
didn’t want the fun to end. From the 
nonchalant admission that he was zapping 
his coffee in the microwave to an extremely 
upbeat and thoroughly charming personality 
throughout our gab, it was clearly evident 
that Matt is an unspoiled, regular guy who 
also happens to be a perfect gentleman. 


When I inquired about his stunning success 
in Japan, he admitted to being “really 
thrilled” but then modestly attributed that 
success to “timing and luck.” And when I 
mentioned his brooding good looks, he 
laughed loudly before saying, “the credit goes 
to Photoshop.” But, before you start thinking 
he’s too good to be true, let me also mention 
that he has a ribald sense of humour! 
However, I’m going to exercise some 
discretion and keep those comments to 
myself. (I know...me being discreet...who 
knew?) So sit back, read and enjoy. 


“As a kid I liked to play 
the clown, it got me attention. And I attended 
an all-boys school where I sang in the choir. 
Asa teen, my main focus was pop, electro and 
house music. But, at some point, I listened 
toa CD titled, “The Best of the Crooners” and 
really enjoyed it. So, I slowly got into Sinatra. 
Then, after I discovered karaoke, those types 
of songs stopped being cheesy, and when I 
performed a few at an all-girls school, there 
was instant adulation. And since sex seems 
to drive ambition, I was awkward no more!” 


“It’s Not Unusual 4 
Luck Be a Lady” and “Copacabana.” 


“T made a demo tape of me singing without a 
real band. A promoter heard it and booked 
me for a gig that, of course, included my band. 
I didn’t want to admit I had sung to backing 
tracks, so I scrambled to put a band together. 
We all survived!” 


*? “It took six years 
to break away from my family’s expectations. 
But, when my parents saw that enter- 
tainment was my true calling, they've been 
very supportive since.” 


2? “It’s titled, “The 
Way It Is” and was independently released 
in 2001.” 


“Harry Connick Jr. is an idol of mine. He 
balances his personal life with his career to 
attain his success and fame. And, since he is 
only ten years older than I am, I had a real 
appreciation for that. So I figured if he can 
do it, why can’t I?” 


! “T don’t think too 
much about the business angle, but rather my 
relationship with individuals—the fans. Iam 
humbled by the amazing customs and people 
I’ve been exposed to.” 
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“T love 
traveling so I'll be touring nationally and 
internationally. I can’t wait!” 


Attention readers: Let me interject 
here for a minute to inform Matt’s fans 
that they can access his official website 
(www.mattdusk.com) for a current 
list of performance dates. And to adda 
word of caution, in order to avoid 
disappointment, get your tickets now! 


‘Tma 
guy, so there is always the temptation to 
sample some treats when I’m on the road. 
But those days are over since I’m ina 
committed relationship with my girlfriend.” 


“For me 
it’s a woman with a great sense of humour 
who doesn’t let the small stuff bother her. 
There is no jealousy and she is tolerant of my 
crazy schedule.” 
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“It happened at “Comic-Con,” which is a huge 
comic book and related popular arts con- 
vention. I was 19, unsigned and just starting 
out. A popular Japanese anime and pop star 
didn’t show up for her performance, so I was 
asked by a friend to fill in for her. I wasn’t 
sure the comic book fans were my crowd, but 
I caved to the peer pressure and went on. But 
in a real WTF moment, when singing “New 
York, New York,” the audience booed so 
loudly I had to stop. Talk about the wrong 
time and place!” 


“The night I was sitting, talking with 
Tony Bennett at the Golden Nugget. Tony is 
a larger-than-life legend—truly one of the 
originals. [ll never forget the fantastic time 
we had together, or his words of advice.” 


“Yes, I 
lived in Las Vegas and Los Angeles for four 
years. There was a lot of action. But in Vegas, 
the lifestyle seems transient, 
people are just passing 
through.” 


“T have friends 
who are gay so I really like 
Canada’s tolerance.” 


“Yes, 
Tm happy to be living in one 
of the best countries in the 
world. Canadians are very 
fortunate to have the level of 
privacy they do. Toronto isa 
happy city for me with more 
ups (like my family and my 
girlfriend) than downs.” 


“The weather!” 


“T love the 
classics written by Cole Porter. They’re 
schmaltzy and have such incredible lyrical 
wit. Also, “As Time Goes By” is definitely 
one of my favourites.” 


“Public acclaim. There is no better 
feeling than connecting with the audience. 
Performing and music is like great sex! 
Whether the concert hall is sold out or only 
half full, I give 100 percent every time. I 
perform each show with the enthusiasm as 
though it’s my last show.” 


“My audience 
demographic is in the 30 to 50 age range 
with a really great mix of women, gays and 
couples.” 


“T love 
to meet my fans. There is no sense of entitle- 
ment with me. I love connecting with fans and 
getting their opinions. So drop a message on 
Facebook or Twitter and say hi.” 


“The entertainment 
industry is so open. I enjoy people who are 
comfortable in their own skin. It’s great to 
see and meet people who are happy doing 
what they love.” 


“They're all great! 
Justin Timberlake is really down to earth, 
there is absolutely no attitude. Michael Buble 
is a very charming guy who is always very 
friendly to me. And Beyonce is gorgeous, 
although I didn’t actually meet her because 
all I could do was stare, tongue-tied.” 


“T want to 
cross a bridge between pop and crooning 
music. I want to live the dream and have 
commercial hits, but avoid the industry 
bullshit to reach certain heights. I want to 
pursue my dream for the opportunity to 
perform.” 


“Thanks very 
much for your loyal support. It is greatly 
appreciated.” 


o, was I right about Matt or what? He’s as sweetly sincere as any 

other well-brought-up Canadian boy, who just happens to be superstar 

material! There is no glib L.A. sneer when he speaks, or any tacky 
Vegas smarm in his attitude. And, believe me, when I tell you that his 
handsomeness is audible! But then, you already knew about his sex appeal 
from listening to him sing, didn’t you? And sing he does, on half a dozen 
terrific CDs featuring his unique interpretations and/or reinterpretations 
of many classic hits you'll never get tired of listening to. Go ahead, throw 
Matt Dusk onto your sound system and let him charm your pants off! O 


OUTLOOKS | February 2010 | outlooks.ca 


— 


You guys first met at a local club. What attracted 
you to each other? 

John: His grey hair (although Terry says it’s ‘Nordic 
Blonde’—yeah right. 

Terry: | wasn’t at first. | was playing pool and he 
was in my way. 

So after 12 years, what’s the most embarrassing 
thing he’s ever done to you? 

Terry: That has to be his 30th birthday party. | 
planned a great party, invited all our friends to help 
celebrate—the night went off without a hitch until 
the next day, when we were at his parents house, 
and | mentioned the 30th party, and his mom 
stated he was only 29! | said that she must be 
mistaken and she told me in no uncertain terms 
that, since she was the one who gave birth to him, 
she should know when it happened. After a short 
chase and a minor wrestle, | got his wallet. Lo 
and behold—she was right. Seems that, back on 
the first night we met, he wanted to seem older, 
so lied about his age, and had just found it easier 
to continue the charade. 

John: That’s easy—we were driving to the US, and 
at the border, this beefy customs agent asked 
me if | had any fruit to declare. | didn’t say 
anything—I just pointed at Terry. He was pretty 
embarrassed. 


f%.£ Partners’ Probe 


The 10 or 11 year age span, depending on who you believe, was no hindrance to John Hynatchuck (37), 

and Terry Myers (47), in building a strong relationship over the past 12 years. John is a general contractor 

— and Terry is an eyewear specialist. They make their home in Regina with dogs, Milenka and Ikea. And is 
there a better name for a dog than “Ikea”? After all, it truly is a gay man’s best friend. 


If your man were an action hero, who would 
he be? 

Terry: Wonder Woman. 

John: Spiderman...or at least he is in my fantasies. 
| think that’s him—kinda hard to tell with the mask 
though. Hmmmm? 

What would you Say is the sexiest thing about 
your partner? 

Terry: His dashing good looks. 

John: The way he tucks his T-shirt into his boxers 
at night before going to bed. Opps, did | just say that! 
So, let’s pretend it’s date night—what would 
he plan? 

Terry: John would plan a nice dinner out, maybe 
a movie, and after that some time at the casino, 
and end it with sex. 

John: | think Terry would pretty much say the same 
thing, but not necessarily in that order. 

We understand that you guys plan to marry in 
2010. So, who popped the question and how? 
John: That was Terry. It was very romantic, buta 
bit odd at the same time. We were in Calgary over 
the Christmas holidays and to celebrate New 
Years—had gone to a lesbian New Year’s Eve 
dance of all things—and right at the stroke of 
midnight, in the centre of the dance floor 


i 


; 
Kris is a genuine, down- ) 


to-earth guy with a free- 
spirited nature that has 
taken him on many 
different paths. He has 
traveled extensively 
around Canada, taking 
pride in the string of odd 
jobs he has landed, and the 
experiences gained along 
the way. From the restaurant 


industry, to bartending, to building 
highway signs, to owning his own vending 
machines—Kris can definitely share a 
story or two. 


This Sagittarius is also an independent 
thinker, and finds it refreshing to 
embrace the unique rather than the norm 
of society. Growing up as the only boy 
among eight siblings played a large 
part in teaching him the value of 
individuality—and he appreciates this 
quality in everyone he meets. 


Kris, a country music lover and rugby fan, 
loves meeting new people through these 
interests—or wherever the wind takes 
him next. 


surrounded by lesbians for as far as the eye could 
see, he got down on one knee and proposed. The 
lesbians kinda glared and clapped their hands all 
at the same time. 

Terry: Now if we can only agree on some 


wedding plans... 

So what will keep you together in the years to 
come? 

Terry: |I’d say our honesty with each other and the 
fun we continue to have together. 

John: It’s only 18 more years until | can get half 
of his pension! 


LiteWave Images 


LinrOneroomst 
The Writing’s on the Wall—or Stall 


the world, a habit that is at once both 

intensely private and equally public. 
No, we are not talking about masturbation 
in the bushes, but graffiti on washroom walls. 

It may be sexual, political, philosophical, 
misogenist, homophobic or heterophilic, gay, 
lesbian or straight, bitter or sweet. In the 
privacy of the Throne Room, the human mind 
is given to sharing its contents, whether they 
be sublime, ridiculous or just plain nasty. 

At its best, it may offer humour or 
profound insight and philosophy. At its worst, 
it is just crude. But it is a way to while away 
the time and pass on messages-and 
sometimes phone numbers for trysts-and it 
clearly predates emails, texting or electronic 
broadcasting of any type. 

Doubtless, our caveman ancestors made 
their own crude scratchings on rocky walls 
in their Neolithic ablution areas. Graffiti 
certainly would predate written languages, 
and some of the crude graphics will have 
changed little from then to now. The Romans 
were certainly into this kind of literary 
expression and so were occupants of the 
reredorter. 

The reredorter was a communal latrine for 
the monks of medieval times. The seats were 
regularly on the first floor of the building (so 
as to allow direct access from the dormitory), 
and the waste was usually carried away by a 
stream, conduit or a river. Monks were not 
all pious or celibate. If one were annoyed with 
the abbot, who could blame him for scratching 

The Chief Abbot Sucks on some medieval 
privy wall? 

In Victorian times, great public con- 
veniences were built, some using tile and 
marble and brass fittings. The graffiti artists 
had new canvasses. In more modern times, 
public rest rooms were certainly a gathering 
spot for gay sexual hookups. In Britain, police 
regularly staked them out, posed as possible 
gay partners, then swiftly arrested the so- 
called offender. 


[: probably one of the oldest pastimes in 


In the last century, many a gay man 
committed suicide when the shame and 
disgrace of it all was reported in juicy detail 
in the local newspaper. I remember quite a 
few such cases. Today, local councils have 
tried to stamp out both graffiti and glory 
holes by demolishing many public con- 
veniences. Some have been replaced with 
solid steel conveniences, and many have not 
been replaced at all-local councils claiming 
that they are too costly to clean and maintain. 

Wooden walls are easier prey for glory 
holes and drill-equipped men, but the trend 
to metal and concrete might deter them. Mind 
you, one Canadian friend laughs off the idea: 
“You might chip your teeth on such a glory 
hole but we Canadian beavers can gnaw 
through anything.” Or write on it. 

His teeth were perfectly intact last time I 
spoke to this graffiti afficianado. 

Despite these architectural challenges, 
graffiti artists and poets survive, though their 
canvasses are fewer and far between. Steel 
walls can still be written on, though it’s much 
easier for officialdom to clean off offending 
messages. 

Forty years ago I was a student at 
Manchester University, and the washroom 
walls in the students’ union building were 
part of my continuing education and 
entertainment. I didn’t write on them myself, 
but was a passive observer of what was 
sometimes great art, poetry or humour. 

One message I recall had me in stitches. 
There was a one-foot gap beneath each 
washroom door. On one wall, someone had 
written: “Beware gay limbo dancers!” 

Another witty scribe had written: “My 
mother made me a homosexual,” but a great 
wag had inscribed under that message in a 
different hand: “If I send her some wool, can 
she make me one too?” Those were the days, 
in the sixties, when most mothers were into 
knitting. 

Using the student union washrooms was 
certainly an exercise in entertainment, and 


you were anxious to see if there were any new 
installments or any new wits on the block. I 
was reliably told that in the erotica and plain 
dirty message department, the women’s 
washrooms were much cruder and nastier 
than the men’s; though I never checked that 
story out. 

A friend of mine in Winnipeg had an 
elderly and closeted acquaintance who began 
re-ceiving phone calls from men looking for 
sex. He wasn’t in the habit of leaving his 
phone number on washroom walls and was 
intrigued, so asked one caller how he got his 
number. 

“Well, you left a message on a washroom 
wall at ***** (a well-known department 
store).” 

Now very curious, the elderly gent 
arranged to visit the horny man at his 
apartment. On arrival he got the door rapidly 
slammed in his face and slunk home. It turns 
out he had kindly let a 22-year-old live in his 
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basement and he was the real inscriber on 


the washroom wall. His message was 
something like: “22-year-old, well hung and 
horny. Phone ———.” 

The mystery was solved and the elderly 
guy got my friend to visit said washrooms- 
which are always busy-to locate the offending 
wall and ink out the phone number. 

It was fortunately written on only one wall 
and the mission was accomplished. The young 
man had to find other living quarters soon 
after. Mystery solved. 

One friend, who loves to check these erotic 
etchings, says that American truck stops 
have some of the vilest graffiti. “One rest 
stop had every inch of space covered, so I 
went back to my car, got my glasses and 
spent about forty minutes reading them,” 
he recalls. 

“At another rest stop, I was in a cubicle 
and noticed someone had written: “Sally loves 
Jenny.” Two drag queens? Not at all. He 


realized later the washroom had no urinal 
and he was in the women’s privy! 

In another washroom in Tucson, Arizona, 
some wit-philosopher wrote: “At the feast 
of ego, everyone leaves hungry.” And in a 
women’s washroom in Dallas you could find 
this profound statement: “A woman’s rule of 
thumb: If it has tires or testicles you're going 
to have trouble with it.” 

Asign over a urinal in Phoenix proclaimed, 
“Express Lane—Five Beers or Less,” while 
another one over the urinal in a Beverly Hills 
convenience said, “No Wonder You Always Go 
Home Alone.” 

A low blow you might say, as the poor peer 
meekly observed his manhood. 

In fact there are millions of messages on 
washroom walls all over the world, in all lan- 
guages. They cover the usual sexual subjects; 
but also range widely on political and social 
subjects, some urging revolution or accusing 
whomever of being useless cocksuckers. 


~ PETER CARLYLE-GORDGE 


As one wrote on a Baton Rouge washroom 
wall: “Fighting for peace is like screwing for 
virginity.” 

Libel lawyers could have a field day if only 
anonymity weren’t the rule with graffiti 
writers. 

Heteros also vent their spleen-witness the 
frustrated message on a wall at a men’s room 
in North Carolina: “No matter how good she 
looks some other guy is sick and tired of 
putting up with her shit.” 

This artistic phenomenon even has a 
website. 

The Bathroom Graffiti Project is a 
collaborative arts initiative with the goal of 
inspiring people to share bathroom graffiti 
from around the world. You can find it at 
www.graffitiproject.com. 

You might also check out www.the 
writingsonthestall.com, which includes 
such gems as: “Sticks and stones may break 
my bones; but whips and chains excite me, 

So... throw me down, and tie me up and 
show me that you like me.” 

There you'll also find: JESUS SAVES! And 
below is written: YEAH, BUT MOSES 
INVESTS. 

Then there is the common classic: “If you 
tinkle and you sprinkle, Be a sweetie, wipe 
the seatie.” To which I can only add, Amen. 

One academically minded wag and 
essayist wrote: “Since writing on toilet walls 
is done neither for critical acclaim nor for 
financial reward, it is the purest form of Art. 
Discuss.” 

A depressed scribe wrote: “I feel like this 
is the only real mark I'll ever make in this 
world”. 

Or how about: “If you want sympathy, 
you'll find it between shit and syphilis in the 
dictionary”. 

One illiterate wrote: “Satin Rules, OK?” 

But beneath that, a more literate gent with 
a keen eye for spelling noted, “Well it is a nice 
fabric, but I don’t know if it rules.” 

In restrooms with tiled walls, it’s harder 
to write with pen or pencil, so some have 
written tiny messages in the grouting. 

Examples: “I have a grout big penis”, 
“Grout Minds Think Alike”, “Grouthog Day”, 
“The Grout Pretender”, and “Groutcho Marx”. 

Finally, why do they do it? 

As one thoughtful artist wrote on a wall: 
“This is my sanctuary”. 

It may be a public place; but it is also 
private for a while: A closet—a water closet 
away from the hurly burly of outside life, 
where you can meditate, cogitate or even 
another word ending with -ate. 

In short, it’s a place literally to let it all 
hang out—and you can take that to mean 
whatever you want. 

Happy reading—or writing—whatever 
your predilection happens to be. O 
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ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20) 

Life is filled with mystery this February. Proud Rams 
will not only uncover a bevy of hidden admirers, they 
will also spread a few delightful secrets around all by 
themselves. Your intuition is also on target. Fill your 
space with good thoughts, charitable efforts and 
helpful ways that will insure that your quota of karma 
points is met and exceeded. Cash them in in March. 


TAURUS (APRIL 21 - MAY 21) 

You are a social director with a willing crew. Discover new and exciting ways to expand 
your presence. You have a rare dose of charisma that should not be wasted. You also 
might try to look for love among platonic groups and organizations. Don’t sit at home 
and wait for a knock on the door—unless, of course, you are into home deliveries... 


GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21) 

Make inroads into your career before your best ideas dry up. Pink Twins are in top corporate 
form and will find ways to enhance their position and benefit from their efforts. But don’t 
take this latest professional oomph for granted. You must apply a bit of effort to make it 
come to pass. Otherwise the fates will just pass you—and wave goodbye. 


CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23) 

This is an excellent time to travel and expand your horizons. Gay Crabs will not only 
open up new doors of opportunity, they can also create new international liaisons that 
will figure prominently in the coming months. And who knows who is waiting to steal 
your heart in some far off corner of the world? Get ready, look fabulous and get going! 


LEO (JULY 24 - AUGUST 23) 
Passion percolates to a boiling point this February and proud Lions are ready. You are 
more than regal now; you are also grrreatly charismatic and sexy. You can attract anyone 
you choose. So don’t rush into anything or anyone. Be a bit choosy with your valentines 
and only pick from the best of the bunch. Then turn up your steam and see who cooks. 


VIRGO (AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 23) 

Relationships get all of your attention this Valentine’s month. Spoil your partner silly 
and see how much better you can make the arrangement. Things between the two of 
you can get better and better. For those queer Virgins who are footloose and fancy 
free, use the next weeks to see who is waiting for you to make the first dance move. 
Then, take the first graceful step. 


February Horoscope 


There is nothing that puts a ping in our hearts as much as a gaggle of planets 
moving into sensitive, hopelessly romantic Pisces. Hold onto your hearts and 
don’t just toss it around to any old receiver. Before you know it, your Valentine 
will become apparent, if not totally transparent. 


LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 23) 

Proud Libras feel in top form—and they look in top form too. So don’t let all this glamour 
and glitz go to waste. Strut your stuff and show the world what it is all about. Before you 
know it, you will have all the drones at the water cooler buzzing. Welcome the attention 
and let them have a brush with fame. Share it while you have it, and before it evaporates. 


SCORPIO (OCTOBER 24 - NOVEMBER 22) 

February is filled with fun and adventure for all proud Scorps willing to let loose and 
try something new. Tap into your creative muse and see what happens. You may 
become overwhelmed with the sense of lost time and opportunity; but don’t let the 
stress get to you. How many new things can you try all at once? You never know until 
you start. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 22) 

Find any excuse to entertain at home. Gay Archers can create a festive and lovely 
atmosphere that will bring folks together and make everyone feel warm and fuzzy. Of 
course, you will need to prepare for the onslaught of company. That means that you 
need to do an early spring cleaning. Or maybe you can get the group together for a 
cleaning party...? 


CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 20) 
Communication plays a big role in your life this February. You are especially 
charismatic and compelling. People gravitate to you to hear any stray thought you 
have. But things that you say will take on a life of their own. So be careful of over- 
promising and under-delivering, pink Cap. Your heart may be in the right place—but 
your common sense may have left the building. 


AQUARIUS (JANUARY 21 - FEBRUARY 19) 

How much will love cost you this Valentine’s month? | don’t know—but it will be 
much more than you think or expect. Aqueerians with a thirst for a love life should 
check the menu before they order. Of course, you may find that there is someone 
who loves you for yourself and not just for your money. But are you interested in them? 


PISCES (FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 20) 
You are not only the adoring centre of attention, you also feel on top of the world and 
very energetic. Why ask why? There are people to meet who will add spin to your 
world. Just get moving on any new project and any new opportunity to rub shoulders 
and elbows. Who knows what other body parts you will eventually rub as the Valentine’s 
month progresses? 


(c) 2010 THE STARRY EYE, LLC., All Rights Reserved. For Entertainment Purposes Only. Lichtenstein’s blog www.thestarryeye.typepad.com covers 


everything new age. Her astrology book HerScopes: A Guide To Astrology For Lesbians is the best in tongue-in-cheek astrology. 
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...and IT am pleased to announce that we 
have finally had the sexist phrase 
"“Cock-a—doodLle-doo’ 


'Vagina—Labia-—schmoo . 


changed to 


} LESBIAN 
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Marketplace 


BEST MASSAGE IN 


INGLEWOOD Calgary 
Increase your energy and eliminate Civil Marriage 
tight sore muscles. 
Relaxation, Therapeutic, Centre 


and Hot Stone Massage. "i . 
y Weddings & Marriages 


Immediate or by Appointment 
All vows & paper work included 
Witness available 

¢ Religion Free 

¢ Standard & Specialized 
Ceremonies 

* Cross Cultural 

* Same Sex GLBT-TTQ 


Rork Hilford MC 
Marriage Commissioner 
for Alberta 
AKA (Justice of The Peace - JP) 
Marriage Officiant 
Commissioner for Oaths 


ca.ca@shaw.ca 
403-246-4134 


2 Therapists available 
Mike Wolff RMT 403 680-0533 
John Estabrooks RMT 403 803-1594 


*Use your extended health benefits 
In Core Potentials building. 


www.chakralighthealing.com 


A PERSONAL TOUCH? 


Male massage therapist 
offering full body 
sensual massages. 


Studio in SW Calgary, AB 
RMT, licensed. 
*AWESOME EVERYDAY RATES* 


403-404-3300 or @ the Blue 
Moon Day Spa 403-686-7733 


HOT GUYS! HOT CHAT! 
Call 800-777-8000 
FREE w/ Code 4627 
InteractiveMale.com 


HOT FUN! 


CALL 1-888-228-1157 


to Advertise 


Resorts and B&Bs - USA 


Palm Springs, California 
Beautiful Mountains, Dry Heat, Hot Men. 
Book online: 
LaDolceVitaResort.com or 1-877-644-4111 
Mention Outlooks 10% discount for first time guests. 


Resorts and B&Bs - Mexico 


PUERTO VALLARTA MEXICO 


Boana-Torre Malibu / Condo Hotel, Amapas 325, Puerto Vallarta, 
Jalisco, Mexico. Tel/fax: 011 52 (822) 222-6695, 
tel:011 52 (822) 222-0999. www.boana.net boana@pvnet.com.mx 
One block from gay beach. Each unit has one bedroom, two 
bathrooms, kitchenette, living room, balcony, air-conditioning. Maid 
service. Gay Vallarta’s largest pool. Office open daily 9am-5pm (CT). 


Calgary 


Edmonton 
Vancouver 
Toronto 
London 


Ottawa 


18+-No lability. Restrictions apply = 1-900-451-1441 s3s/1s0min 


Announcements} Entertai 
Different Strokes 
Swim Club: 


A very friendly 
and supportive 
masters swim club 
for beginner to advanced 
swimmers. We work hard at 
swimming, but we don't 
neglect the fun! 


Wisdom 11:24 


“You love everything 
that exists and hate 
nothing that you 
have made.” 


God loves you and i 
created you gay. Come out and join us! 


Check practice times 
and location info at 
www.differentstrokescalgary.org 


i Travel 


MAKING VACATION DREAMS A REALITY! 


www.createdgay.com 


Personalized in home or office travel planning services. 
Air, Adventure Vacations, Cruises, Resorts, Packages, 
Hotels, Golf Vacations. 

Call Mike at (780) 417-5724 or Toll Free 1-866-336-9998 
Travel Cruises and more. 


WE ALSO DO GROUPS! 


You can reach over 148,000 GLBT consumers monthly through 
600 local distribution points coast to coast as well as online! 


Advertising Rates 


SHIFT Colour or B&W 
5 Display Ad 
works with adults Aeolumnis80 


in the sex trade. 2 column vert. $115 


: 5 2 column horiz. $140 
We provide services 


for both those 
who do not want to exit 
and those who do. 


Line Rate Ads 


$20 per headline 
- 25 letter max 
and $2 per word, 


SHIGE MOUnES: 10 word minimum 


FREE safer sex supplies, 
non-judgmental 
counseling, 
and more. 


Multiple Insertion 
discounts 


3month 5% 
6month 10% 


403-237-8171 12 month 15% 


is looking for Go-Go boys and shower boys to perform. 


Must be energetic and outgoing. 
Previous dance experience is a plus. 
Contact for more details. 


Guest Ranch in S.W. Saskatchewan 
requires help on micro-dairy and for artisan cheese 
making production. Experience with dairy cows and/or 
food handling would be an asset. 

Start date April 1, 2010. 

Contact us at: 
springvalleyguestranch@sasktel.net 
or 306-295-4124 for more information. 


XXX DVD Collection For Sale 
$5 - $10 each. Preview for DVD's available in privacy of 
your home before purchase. Call 403-230-3797 


Traveling to Alberta? 


Executive Escort Services 
By 
Phillippe 


http://web.mac.com/iphillippe 
phillippe01@gmail.com 


403-966-2343 


#105, 401 - 9th 
262-3633 


#80, 104 - 58th Avenue SE 
253-8383 


WWW. ORIENTALPHOENIX.COM 


MAYBE 
YOU'VE BEEN 
BAD... 


TORONTO LTD. 


we pur tHe SEX In Latex 
WWW. LATEXTORONTO.CA 


We're also on eBay! 
stores.ebay.com/latextorontoltd 


After Dark 


ebruary Events: 


Prizes for best costu 
, \, ; Toronto 416.915.4545 Vancouver 604.257.5555 
Joins us and Watch Canaiia win (ord Ottawa 613.321.1000 Victoria 250.220.1000 
try for Hamilton 905.296.6000 Saskatoon 306.374.8181 
Olympics on all day Felj12 - 28 2 Calgary 403.355.2222 Winnipeg 204.480.3000 
. Edmonton 780.409.3333 Your Local # 1.800.777.8000 
» CODE 6615 we 


calgary 403.770.0776 
edmonton 180.665.6666 > 
vancouver 00406 77.2424 } 1g ; Calgary 403.777.9494 » Edmonton 780.413.7122 + Toronto 416.966.0RAL 

regina 306.565.8833 Ye ie)| | Ottawa 613.32LORAL - Vancouver 604.639.0606 - Halifax 902431. 0RAL 


saskatoon 3 06.343 9999 


Get time online now! 
50% off with our new member special. 
1 900.451.144 Call customer support for more info: 1.877.882.2005 


min 
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Untapped Territories 


SOUTHERN CANADA 


www.manhuntroadtrip.com 


SUPPORTING SPONSORS 


EU 


Springtime 
For Hill ! 
Wednesdays 8:30pm ET/PT | Bump! 
Tuesdays at 8pm ET/PT 


Sordid Lives 
Fridays at 8pm ET/PT 


Dont Quit Your Gay Job 
New Episodes! 
Mondays at 7:30pm ET/PT 


Alan Carr - Chatty.Man 
Network Premiere 
Thursday Feb 4 at 8pm ET/PT 


Share the Love! 
Goto WWW.OUTTW.ca/socialize and tell us what LOWE means to you. 


